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March of Dimes walk
to move to Main Street
By JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Thirty-four graduates of
allied health care programs are
among the 56 students from 11
counties receiving diplomas following completion of the summer trimester at the Tennessee
Technology
Center
at
McMinnville.
The practical nursing class
includes 10 Warren County residents: Christopher Chesshire,
Misty Criddle, Monica Earley,
Sheila Fann, Lori Foster, Keysha
Jaco, Aaron Knight, Melinda
Saunders, Laura Warner and
Emily Young. Medical assistant
graduates are Kayla Bond and
Joanie Walker.
Graduates of other programs

School system asks state to prevent
county from controlling its finances
Staff reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

around $7,000. This year’s walk
will proceed down Main Street
beginning at 10 a.m. with registration and pre-walk activities starting at 9 a.m.
Organizers are planning to start
on Court Square, but have yet to

finalize the starting point, or the
route, with city officials.
“We’re looking for more visibility and to get downtown businesses involved,” said event chair
Jenny Grady, the Family Birth Unit
director at River Park Hospital.

Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Warren County High School
will be holding its annual
College Fair next Wednesday,
Sept. 7 at McMinnville Civic
Center from 5 to 7 p.m.
Students and parents are welcome to come and talk with
representatives from universities, community colleges, technical schools, and the military.
“Warren County High School

is the host but this is open to all
students in this area,” said
WCHS scholarship coordinator
Charlotte Vaughn. “They don’t
have to live in Warren County
to attend and they don’t have to
be seniors either. Anyone who
would like more information
about college or the military is
welcome to come.”
Vaughn says around 40 representatives are traditionally in
attendance. Motlow, MTSU,
Tennessee Tech, UT-Knoxville,
Carson-Newman, ETSU, Austin

Peay, The Art Institute, Air
Force and Marines are just a
few of the schools which have
given confirmation they will
attend.
Vaughn says it’s a great
opportunity for sophomores
and juniors to gather information and begin formulating a
plan about what they might
like to do after high school.
“There will be a wealth of
information available,” said
Vaughn. “I can give them some
of the information myself, but

Roadblocks and saturated
patrols will fill the Labor Day
weekend around McMinnville
and Warren County.
In the city, police Lt. Mark
Mara said saturation patrols
will be held from Sept. 2-6 within McMinnville city limits.
“Highly
motivated
and
trained officers will comprise
the team conducting saturation
patrols,” Mara said. “Officers
will be actively pursuing
impaired drivers by patrolling
streets and conducting traffic
stops.”
Mara said the stepped-up
patrols make the roads safer.
“The saturation patrols are
designed to make highways
safer and increase public awareness of the hazards of drinking
and driving,” Mara said. “By
removing intoxicated drivers
from the roadways we can
decrease the potential for motor
vehicle accidents. If you get
behind the wheel and have a
crash after drinking and driv-

ing, it shouldn’t be considered
an accident.”
Meanwhile, the Tennessee
Highway Patrol will be conducting driver license checkpoints
on Friday, Sept. 2 on State Route
56 and Yager Road in Warren
County. Highway 56 runs north
and south through Warren

County and the exact location
and timing of the roadblocks
have not been revealed.
“Recognizing the danger presented to the public by drivers
who are under the influence and
unqualified drivers, troopers
will concentrate their efforts on
vehicles being operated by driv-
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ers who violate the driver
license laws of Tennessee,” said
Highway Patrol Sgt. Billy
Prater. “The Tennessee Highway
Patrol has found driver license
checks to be an effective means
of enforcing driver license laws
of Tennessee while ensuring the
protection of all motorists.”

Nestor Stewart congratulates
Kathy Striano on winning the $500
Grand Prize during STEWART PHARMACY’S
anniversary celebration

STEWART PHARMACY

Your Hometown Family Independent Pharmacy - Locally Owned
Open Monday-Friday, 7 AM-8 PM and Saturday, 7 AM-6PM
473-3183
PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER www.stewartpharmacy.com

• Addition of an extensive selection of Coins & Currency
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A crowd of well-wishers gathered recently to welcome
Dr. Megan Hamblen to Hickory Creek Dental Arts, Dr.
Russell Hamblen & wife, Carol, & Megan cut the red ribbon to officially open their newly renovated office.
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Staff reporter for the Southern Standard
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Hickory Creek Dental Arts
Grand Re-Opening

it’s just better if they talk directly to the representative of each
college and get it from them.”
In addition to colleges, Eric
Farmer is scheduled to be in
attendance to provide information on lottery scholarships.
Lottery scholarships are now
worth $4,000 a year for students attending a four-year
school, and $2,000 a year for
students attending a two-year
school such as Motlow.
Applications for other financial aid will also be available.

Officers to increase presence Labor Day weekend
By DUANE SHERRILL

the county finance department,
which lacks expertise in the area
of school finance.”
The approved resolution was
sent on to the General Assembly.
The School Board hopes legislators in their next session will
consider allowing schools to opt
out of the present financial system.

• Guitars, accessories & band supplies from
George Bull Music Instruments still available
• Guitar lessons
• Spaces available for vendors of antiques
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Mason Gribble bounces on an inflatable slide at the March of
Dimes kickoff event held last week. Mason and his twin sister,
Kate, are the ambassadors for the annual March of Dimes walk in
McMinnville, which is set for Oct. 15.

Warren County School System
wants the state to allow it to opt
out of a 30-year-old law which
allows county governments to
control the purse strings when it
comes to educational finances.
A resolution approved by the
Warren County Board of
Education at its meeting last
week has been sent to the
Tennessee General Assembly in
the wake of the Warren County
Commission voting earlier this
year to take over financial management of the school system.
“The district must be allowed
to use its cumulative expertise in
making the decisions over what
is the best, most beneficial use of
its funds in the operation of its
schools,” the resolution reads,
noting the present administration under the leadership of
Director of Schools Dr. Jerry Hale
has over 100 years of combined
experience in school finances.
“The
County
Financial
Management Act of 1981 will
seriously impede the district’s
ability to use its expertise in
order to allocate its scarce financial resources in the way it feels
will best fulfill its legal, educational and ethical obligation to
provide the best possible education for the children of Warren
County,” the resolution contin-

ues, noting the county’s financial
management system is not set up
to understand the workings of
the educational financial system.
“Because of the intricate
nature of school finance, there
will continue to exist a need for
school district management of
budget and spending which cannot be adequately replicated by
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By DUANE SHERRILL

WCHS to hold College Fair next Wednesday
By JAMES CLARK
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The March of Dimes has moved
its annual walk to Main Street
McMinnville in hopes of generating interest from merchants and
gaining more participation from
walkers.
Organizers say the time is now
to start forming a team, or to start
collecting donations for the Oct. 15
walk.
This year’s ambassadors are
Kate and Mason Gribble, the children of Darrell and Jennifer
Gribble. The twins were born
seven weeks early, but are now
healthy and active at over 2 years
old.
“Our story starts when I was
nine weeks pregnant,” said
Jennifer in telling her story in a
March of Dimes pamphlet. “I
went to the doctor to hear my
baby’s heartbeat for the first time.
We got quite a surprise when we
heard two heartbeats. My doctor
did an ultrasound and we discovered we were going to be blessed
with two babies.”
Jennifer says her pregnancy was
going well and uneventful until
her 27th week. That’s when she
started going into labor. After a
two-day hospital stay, she was
sent home and made it for two
more weeks before going into
labor again.
Her babies were born April 3,
2009 with Mason weighing 2
pounds, 13 ounces, and Kate
weighing 2 pounds, 10 ounces.
Neonatal intensive care took the
babies
immediately.
They
remained hospitalized for the next
seven weeks.
“I can remember exactly what I
was doing when I got the phone
call that Mason was ready to come
home,” said Jennifer. “It was a bittersweet moment because Kate
had to stay one more night. But we
finally got both our precious
babies home.”
The March of Dimes is continuing its research and programs to
help premature babies experience
normal
development.
This
includes research to help the brain,
heart, spine, lungs and eyes.
Last year’s local walk raised
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