
For local residents who remem-
ber the Jennie Bain Ducker case of
1995, the fire that reportedly
claimed the lives of two toddlers
Wednesday is painfully familiar.

And since state law regarding
criminal homicide has not changed
since that time, Mitchell and Rose
Stone could be facing charges of

first-degree murder, the same
charges Ducker faced.

The charge could apply to this
case under what’s commonly
called the Scotty Trexler Law,
which says the death of a child
caused by aggravated child abuse
or aggravated child neglect falls
under the category of first-degree
murder.

The Stones could face that
charge when prosecutors take their
case before the grand jury next

month. Based on reports, the cou-
ple left the two children, ages 3 and
1, inside their apartment and went
to visit friends in another apart-
ment. While they were gone, a fire

erupted in their kitchen and fire
officials believe the two girls died
from smoke inhalation.

The case in similar to that of
Ducker, who left her two toddlers
inside her car while she went to
visit friends at a local motel room
in June, 1995. Ducker fell asleep
inside the room and by the time
she awoke late the next day, the
children had died due to heat
exposure inside the closed vehicle.

In both cases, the adults did not
intend for any harm to come to the
children when they were left alone.

In both cases, the adults were
not far away. And in both cases,
two small children died.

Ducker was charged with first-

degree murder, but was found
guilty of aggravated child abuse, a
class A felony that carries 15 to 25
years. She was denied parole on
every attempt and was finally
released after serving 12 years with
time off for good behavior.

The Stones could face similar
charges, or none at all, when pros-
ecutors present their case to the
grand jury in June. Prosecutors say
they are comfortable waiting until
June, as opposed to holding a spe-
cial session sooner, because the
Stones don’t appear to be flight
risks and because they pose no
danger to the community.

If this case is anything like the
Ducker trial, it promises to be a

controversial and divisive topic.
It’s common for some law-abiding
citizens to oppose harsh charges if
they can see themselves in a simi-
lar situation. Just as some people
might leave their children in the
car for a few minutes while they
run an errand, others might leave
their kids at home while they run
to a nearby convenience store to
grab a gallon of milk.

Even after the Ducker incident,
local residents still leave their chil-
dren unattended in vehicles as evi-
dent by two recent charges, one
outside Wal-Mart and one on Main
Street, in the past eight months.
The parents in both those cases
served jail time.
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Couple could face murder charges
Jennie Bain Ducker served 
12 years for similar crime

Two killed in
pickup crash

A father of five was among two people killed
Friday morning when their vehicle ran off the
road in Van Buren County.

Rex Allen Martin, 41, who is survived by four
sons and a daughter, and Rickey Eugene
Howard, 27, both died in the single-vehicle acci-
dent. They were Rock Island residents.

According to a report from the Tennessee
Highway Patrol, the wreck occurred Friday at
7:56 a.m. on Laurel Creek Road in Van Buren
County. The road is located near the area where
Warren, White, and Van Buren counties meet.

Howard was driving a 1990 Toyota pickup
and traveling north when his vehicle left the
road, according to the report. The pickup struck
a culvert but had enough momentum to contin-
ue traveling forward. It then struck a tree, which
is where it came to rest.

Martin was a passenger in the pickup.
The report does not indicate rain or any other

road condition that may have contributed to the
accident. The report does not include a reason
why the vehicle may have left the road.

Neither man was wearing a seatbelt, but
according to the investigating trooper, a seatbelt
would not have made a difference.

Obituary information for Mr. Martin and Mr.
Howard is available on page 2-A.  
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Chad Hillis of the Collins River Volunteer Fire
Department battles a Friday afternoon house fire
on Sunset Point Road located between Depot

Bottom and Mt. Leo. According to neighbors, the
house wasn’t currently occupied.

Sunset Point house fire

The 1990 Toyota pickup driven by Rickey
Howard suffered extensive damage in the
Friday morning crash.
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Judge Ross blasts judicial commissioners
Saying the job performance of Warren

County’s judicial commissioners has
reached a crisis situation given the many
worthless warrants that come before the
bench, General Sessions Judge Larry
Ross was critical of the county and its
judicial commissioners during court last
week.

“I really don’t think warrants could
get any worse. They are about useless
now,” proclaimed an irritated Judge
Ross after dismissing several cases
which both he and prosecutors acknowl-
edged never should have been in court.
“I think it’s time we had a talk with the
commissioners again.”

At the root of the issue are the many
warrants being issued on charges such as
harassment, minor assaults, stalking and
other domestic issues which generally

grow out of long-term feuds.
One case specifically provoked
the judge’s ire, that being a war-
rant written by a judicial com-
missioner charging someone
with harassment by phone for
allegedly putting lies about
someone on their MySpace
page. The case was dismissed
by Ross.

“It clearly says harassment by
phone so I can’t understand

why this warrant was written,”
Ross said in throwing out the
case, warning the litigants to
stop feuding back and forth with
one another. “When it gets to
where we’re throwing out three
fourths of the warrants then I’d
say we’ve got some problems.”

The judge’s comments come
after District Attorney General
Lisa Zavogiannis said a few
months ago that her office

would be happy to field any questions
from commissioners about warrants
they were writing. However,
Zavogiannis said having an attorney do
a judicial commissioner’s job would be
cost-prohibitive.

The county presently employs seven
judicial commissioners to write war-
rants. This includes two judicial commis-
sioners who were hired in March.
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River Park patient
Josephine Harper, left,
works on her bowling
form as part of her
“Wii-hab” on one of
the two Nintendo Wii
video game machines
the hospital has pur-
chased for its inpa-
tient and outpatient
rehab departments.
Looking on is nurse
Kelly Hendrixon and
fellow patient Brenda
King.

River Park offers patients Wii-hab

The Nintendo Wii and its wildly pop-
ular accessory and game, the Wii Fit, is
having a major effect on how individuals
interact with their video game systems,
requiring them to use much more than
just their thumbs.

The physical aspect of the game sys-
tem has not escaped the attention of hos-
pital rehab departments, and River Park
Hospital has joined the bandwagon by
purchasing two of the machines, much
to the delight of patients, both young
and old.

River Park rehab director Tim King
says the Wiis have been quite a hit,
which makes sense since the system

includes a boxing game where fortunate-
ly nobody’s nose gets broken except on
the monitor.

“I’m a clinical social worker by profes-
sion and as director of the in-patient
rehab unit I looked at what we could do
to improve rehab. We had talked about
the Wii a while back as a really effective
tool in a patient’s own home in doing
basic rehab,” said King. “I did some
research, connected with a doctor I met
at a rehab conference and he found that
the way to make rehab effective is to
make it fun. And what we found is by
implementing the Wii we were able to
make it fun, but also get the rehab in
there, whether it be the rotation of the
shoulders or utilizing the bending of the
knees. The sports games with the Wii
have made it fun.”

King says some patients using the Wii
aren’t even aware they have been exer-
cising.

“Some have come into rehab and done
their therapy and when they get
through, they say, ‘Well, when are we
going to do therapy?’ not realizing they
had just done it because the Wii had
made it fun by making a game of it,”
said King.

King says patients have gotten into the
competition aspect of the system as well,
which further encourages participation.

“One patient is in her mid-80s and she
had never bowled in her life,” King said.
“She bowled on the Wii, beat one of the
staff and then bragged about it the rest of
the day. That was fun for her.”
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NEW YORK (AP) — Greg
Cramer was hoping the salary
boost from his new job would
make life a little easier for his fam-
ily. But just a few months after
starting work as a manufacturing
plant manager last year, a major
customer's financing fell through
and he was laid off for the first
time in his career.

The plant shut down for three
months. Cramer then went back to
work for about eight months, only
to be laid off again. The Toledo,
Ohio, dad might still be unem-
ployed if he hadn't decided to buy
his own business, which links
manufacturers and companies
looking to get products made.

At home, the employment roller
coaster meant living on unem-
ployment checks that provided
about 80 percent less income than
his paycheck. And there was no
severance package. So instead of
adding a few luxuries, the Cramer
family had to pare back their
already modest lifestyle.

At first, his daughters, Renae,
now 16, and Emily, 13, were wor-
ried. Would they lose their house
or have to move and give up their
friends? Could they still plan on
going to college?

"My wife and I explained to
them we are frugal people, we
have a savings account, we will
survive this," Cramer recalled.

"We had some adjustments here
and there about attitudes, but con-
tinued to teach them that tough
times fall on everyone."

The experience brought to life a
debate that parents throughout
the country are having as the
recession grinds on and unem-
ployment becomes ever more
common: Should you tell the kids
that you lost your job? And should
they be involved in making deci-
sions about how the family spends
money while they're out of work?

A lot of parents don't want to
burden their children with con-
cerns they can't do anything
about, said Jerry Shapiro, a psy-
chologist and professor of coun-
seling psychology at Santa Clara
University in California. But if the
income loss means lifestyle
changes, he said, it makes sense to
include the kids.

That doesn't mean involving
them in trying to figure out how to
pay the bills. But it does involve
making sure they understand the
reason for things like cutbacks to
family vacation plans or the loss of
their favorite cable channels.

"If the parents can't afford cer-
tain things (for the kids) they need
to tell them," Shapiro said.

"Children are remarkably adapt-
able," he added. "Even though
they can be unbelievably difficult
in some circumstances, at times
when the family needs to pull
together, they can be right there, as
long as they're a part of it. Teens
especially so."

One test for Renae Cramer came
during preparations for the prom.

"We gave her a budget," her
father recalled. "It was a big budg-
et, until she talked to her friends,
and then it seemed very, very
low."

To help stretch the available dol-
lars, Greg Cramer asked friends
and family if anyone had a dress
Renae might use, a query which
produced a cousin's gown. "She
got a $500 dress to wear to prom
that was custom made, that we
would never have bought if I was
working full time," he said.

Renae was reluctant to compro-
mise at first. "I wanted to go with
my own dress," she said. But she
found out she wasn't alone. "Other
people did it too, so it wasn't that
big of a deal," the teen admitted.
"When it came down to it, you're
only wearing it for a little bit."

Plus, she said, the dress she
wore was really pretty.

For her younger sister, disap-
pointment came when she learned
the family wouldn't make a return

visit to Mexico, where they vaca-
tioned a year earlier.

Such experiences can be useful
for parents who strive to teach
their kids how to handle finances,
said Paul Golden of the National
Endowment for Financial
Education.

"It might be something beyond
cable or the family vacation. It
might have to be both," he said.
"As soon as the parent starts talk-
ing about money with kids, the
sooner they'll understand when
challenges arise."

Make sure the information
given to the kids is age-appropri-
ate. "Talking about a world eco-
nomic crisis is meaningless to chil-
dren," said Shapiro of Santa Clara
University. "Everything has to be
geared to the child's age."

Very young children have little
concept of what money is, he
noted, but older kids will sense
that something is going on if Mom
or Dad is suddenly home more
often or other lifestyle changes
take place. They should be told the
circumstances in ways they
understand.

Kids can also be involved in
making decisions where appropri-
ate, for instance in deciding
whether to give up Friday night
dinners out or the family visit to
an amusement park.
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Tennessee bans texting while driving
NASHVILLE (AP) — Gov. Phil

Bredesen has signed a bill into law that
will ban reading or sending cellular
phone text messages while driving.

The measure sponsored by
Republicans Rep. Jon Lundberg of
Bristol and Sen. Jim Tracy of
Shelbyville imposes a $50 fine for
reading or writing text messages while
driving.

The action would be considered a
nonmoving traffic violation, which
means no points would be added to a
person's driving record.

It exempts certain officials — such as
officers of the state, campus police offi-
cers and emergency medical techni-
cians — when performing their duties.

Opponents argued that law enforce-
ment may not be able to tell whether
drivers are texting or dialing and that
texting is already covered under the
state's distracted driving law.

• • • • •
NASHVILLE (AP) — A survey corre-

lating education and health has ranked
Tennessee No. 42 in the country.

About a quarter of Tennesseans age
25 to 74 surveyed held college degrees,
and nearly half said they were in less
than very good health, according to

the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation,
a nonpartisan group that works to
improve health nationwide. The state-
by-state analysis of adult health was
released this month and ranks
Vermont first and Mississippi last.

Those without college degrees were

nearly five times more likely to have
diabetes or cardiovascular disease.

The Tennessean reports state medical
professionals say Tennesseans' overall
health would improve if they had
more education.

Meharry Medical College professor
Dr. Pat Matthews-Juarez says the
state's problem is social and cultural.

• • • • •
NASHVILLE (AP) — Republican

Senate Speaker Ron Ramsey's guber-
natorial campaign is scheduled to
begin one minute after the lapse of a
fundraising ban for sitting lawmakers.

Ramsey, of Blountville, said in an e-
mail invitation to supporters that he
will officially launch his bid at 12:01
a.m. on June 1 in Franklin.

State law bars lawmakers from rais-
ing money during the legislative ses-
sion or June 1, whichever comes first.

Ramsey is set to join a Republican
field that includes Knoxville Mayor
Bill Haslam, Memphis prosecutor Bill
Gibbons and U.S. Rep. Zach Wamp of
Chattanooga.

Democratic Gov.
Phil Bredesen can't
run again in 2010
because of term limits.

Senate Republicans
support a change in
the law that would
allow lawmakers run-
ning for governor to
raise money during
the session.

• • • • •
NASHVILLE (AP) — The Tennessee

Bureau of Investigation has compiled a
school crime report that shows the
most frequently reported offense was
simple assault and the weapon in most
of those cases were hands, feet and
teeth.

Compiled from reports by local
police agencies during 2006-2008, the
study released Thursday focused on
public and private school systems, but
excluded colleges, universities and
technical schools. The study showed
one death at a school and found only
0.4 percent of the crimes involved a
firearm.

The figures showed more than 1,800
thefts from school buildings were
recorded each year.

Drug violations reached more than
1,300 and vandalism was well over
1,200 each year.

The TBI compilation showed 2 per-
cent of the total crimes across the state
— about 12,000 incidents each year —
are committed at schools.

• • • • •
NASHVILLE (AP) — The Tennessee

Republican Party Chairwoman who
presided over historic GOP electoral
gains in the Legislature and led an
effort to strip the House speaker of his
party credentials said Saturday that
she is stepping down.

Robin Smith told the party's execu-
tive committee during a morning con-
ference call that she would resign at
the end of this month.

"As I turn the helm of our great
party over to new leadership, I leave
with enormous pride in the accom-
plishments of the past two years,"
Smith said in a letter to supporters.

Smith, of Hixson, has previously
said she is considering a run for the
congressional seat being vacated by
U.S. Rep. Zach Wamp, R-Chattanooga.
Wamp isn't seeking re-election so he
can run for governor.

STATE ROUNDUP

Texting and driving is now illegal in
Tennessee.

RAMSEY

King says the program,
which has resulted in playful-
ly referring to the department
as “Wii-hab,” has introduced
the older generation to the
joys of the little, white game
machine.

“We had a gentleman the
other day who said when he
goes home he’s going to go
buy a Wii,” King said.
“Because he realized as far as
his rehab he can do that at
home with the kids and it’s
fun.”

The Wii is also included in
outpatient rehab where it
appeals to a wide audience.
Outpatient rehab director
Michael Thomas says the kids
take to the Wii like a duck to
water.

“The youngest we have is
about 14 months old,”
Thomas said. “And we go all
the way into the elderly in the
60s and 70s. We can treat the
whole lifespan.”

Thomas noted that one of
King’s patients using the Wii
is 100.

“We’re using the Wii for
many different diagnoses,”
Thomas added. “Orthopedic
and neurological for balance,
coordination, strength and
endurance. We use it both
inpatient and outpatient
because there’s different skill
levels based on where the
patient is at physically and
how they can benefit from
them. We can tailor the games
to what the individual
needs.” 

Thomas agrees with King
on the Wii’s effectiveness.

“It’s working well,”
Thomas said. “The patients
seem to really enjoy it. In fact
we’ve had a lot of patients say
they’re going to go out and
buy one.”

Wii-hab
Continued from page 1-ASome families learning how to reel in spending


