
Way to go, David Rutherford!
In case you missed it,
McMinnville’s city administrator
recently held forth on things need-
ed to plan for this community’s
future and hit the nail on the head,
detailing many of the things most
of us have been talking about for a
long time. Boiled down in a nut-
shell – we must attain economic
diversity or be prepared to be on
the downhill slide for quite some
time to come, especially during
recessions.

Everyone knows you can’t put
all your eggs in one basket, which
happened in Warren County after
we got some large auto manufac-
turing concerns and then content-
ed ourselves by resting on our lau-
rels while patting ourselves on the
back at the same time.

But it takes the whole package:
better schools, special attractions,
attracting more retail, a superior
retirement development (with
golf course) for retirees, etc.

Unfortunately, in our current
situation, it’s a Catch 22. The age-
old question, which comes first:
the egg or the chicken? How do
you draw more retail in with a
depressed economic base? How
do you attract a developer to do a
retirement village project here
without the attractive retail base?
How do we improve education
when the recession has local gov-
ernments stretched thin?

As I’ve said before (and will,
again and again), this is not (or
should not be) just a city concern
or a county concern. It’s a com-
munity concern that demands city
and county working together, not
just to get us through this reces-
sion but to lay the groundwork for
a future that will happen if we
diversify the economic base.

In this vein, of course, I’m a big
proponent of moving to a metro-
politan form of government. This
will take a petition by less than
2,000 registered voters, which
goes to the Election Commission.
Once certified, a charter commis-
sion is formed to study the issue
and come up with a plan to imple-
ment metro here and then take it
to a referendum for the people of

Warren County to decide.
I support a metropolitan gov-

ernment here because it should
save money by cutting the dupli-
cation of services without chang-
ing services offered. Just like in
Nashville, there would be an
urban services area and general
services areas, with property taxes
paid according to the service area
you’re in.

And, call me naïve (it won’t be
the first time), but I believe a met-
ropolitan government would
force city and county to work
hand-in-hand (rather than at log-
gerheads as usually occurs) to
build Warren County a better,
stronger future for ourselves, our
children and their children.

• • • • •
A big ol’ time was had by all

recently at the first Citizens Police
Academy alumni picnic on the
police department lawn. The eats
were excellent, especially a big ole
pot of the best white beans that
have visited this mouth in ages.

It's always fun to aggravate
Bryan Denton, who held forth
after the meal in the cool, air-con-
ditioning on his travails at
Quantico during his summer FBI
training stint. And it didn’t hurt
they drew for prizes. Much to
Bryan’s chagrin, yours truly car-
ried home the big prize – a wire-
less weather station that Reba Jo
quickly claimed for her own.

• • • • •
There’s also good news for local

automotive parts manufacturers
and suppliers if they can hold out
a while longer. The good news

comes with the announcement
that Nissan’s Smyrna plant will
begin production of its new zero-
emission, all-electric car.

Nissan says the new car pro-
duction will create 1,300 jobs in
Smyrna and local suppliers
should see a ripple effect from that
with mass production to begin
just two years down the road in
2012.

• • • • •
On the health news front, we

had to ditch a whole big roll of
Nestle’s Toll House chocolate chip
cookie dough recently, due to
Jackson and a nameless adult in
our family (yeah, it’s me!) who
have a penchant for eating raw
cookie dough, after the big E coli
scare and recall.

As I tearfully disposed of said
yummy, yummy cookie dough
into the trash, it was traumatic
(not just on the goodies lost scale,
but also on the what-on-earth
scale).

Who’s supposed to be watching
the store here? Is somebody get-
ting paid to make sure the food
supply is safe? In my book, they
sure ain’t getting the job done.
Since the cookie dough fiasco,
there’s been a major ground beef
recall and something else will
probably be recalled by the time
you read this.

Seriously, aren’t these food
companies required to test for
quality compliance. Last time I
checked, we are paying enough
for food that it ought to be not
only safe, but blessed.

• • • • •
Also in health news, an FDA

advisory panel has finally recom-
mended changes in the maximum

dosages of popular over-the-
counter medicines containing
acetaminophen, which studies are
increasingly tying to liver dam-
age.

Not only is acetaminophen
most commonly found in Tylenol,
it’s also in a great many over-the-
counter cough and cold medi-
cines, as well as prescription pain
medicines such as Percoset and
Vicodin. Additionally, these over-
the-counter products have long
had warnings not to mix with
alcohol, but most folks have the
notion that if a med is over-the-
counter it’s relatively harmless.
Not so in this case.

As one who takes Tylenol PM, I
do believe I’m going to have to
find another way to beat insom-
nia.

• • • • •
Getting ready to gear up for the

Fourth of July and in that vein,
here’s this week’s quote: 

“The liberties of our country,
the freedom or our civil
Constitution, are worth defending
at all hazards; and it is our duty to
defend them against all attacks.
We have received them as a fair
inheritance from our worthy
ancestors: they purchased them
for us with toil and danger and
expense of treasure and blood,
and transmitted them to us with
care and diligence. It will bring an
everlasting mark of infamy on the
present generation, enlightened as
it is, if we should suffer them to be
wrested from us by violence with-
out a struggle, or to be cheated out
of them by the artifices of false
and designing men.”

Who said that? None other than
Samuel Adams.
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We Invite you to attend
McMinnville Fellowship Community Church

(Non-Denominational)
1123 Sparta St., Suite B2, McMinnville, TN 37110
(931) 607-8752     (In front of Hot Wheels Skate)

If you are looking for a church-home, relocating to the area, or
would like to just visit, McMinnville Fellowship Community
Church would love to have you be our guest.

When you visit our church, you will find:
• A caring congregation that will gladly welcome you.
• Preaching/teaching that is centered on the Word of God.
• An outlet for truth-filled and moving praise and worship.

In His Care,
Pastors Anthony Campbell & Graham Greeson

Services:
Sunday 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Wednesday 6 p.m.
Children’s Church will be provided during services for children
ages 10 and under.

HOPE FOR A HURTING WORLD
EVERYONE WELCOME!   COME AS YOU ARE!
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If you have slightly
used furniture or build-
ing materials, such as
doors, windows, work-
ing appliances, plumb-
ing or lighting fixtures,

and if you no longer
need these things,

please donate them to
the

Habitat for Humanity 
Re Store

We’re also a great place 
to save money on good 

used furniture, 
appliances, and 

building materials.
Corner of 70S Bypass 

and Red Road.
Open Thursday 
and Saturdays

474-9000 or
668-8012
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The President, the Faculty and

The Graduating Class of Middle

Tennessee State University College

of Arts & Science Announce the

Graduation of

Kimberly Renee’ Woodleee
on Saturday afternoon, May ninth

Two Thousand Nine at one o’clock

with a Bachelor of Science Degree

Murphy Center

Murfreesboro, Tennessee
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F o u r t h
o f  J u l y

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Saturday, July 4

Downtown McMinnville
6:30 a.m. Stars and Stripes Fun Run/Walk registration $10
7-10 a.m. Breakfast on square: $5 adults, $3 children
7:30 a.m. Stars and Stripes Fun Run/Walk begins
8-11 a.m. Heritage Alliance Museum open
9 a.m. Art show at Chamber
9 a.m. Presentation of colors: VFW, American Legion
9 a.m. Walking Tour of the Old City Cemetery, to 

assemble at Chamber
9:15 a.m. Silver and Gold Band
10 a.m. Paula’s Dance Academy performance

Pionerette performance, Stomp Group 
10:30 a.m. Yankee Doodle Children’s Parade for children

up to fifth grade
9 p.m. Dr Pepper fireworks at Civic Center

Fairview CIC 
8 a.m. Flag raising, recognition of veterans present
8:30 a.m. Ball games begin
Noon Outdoor games begin
1 p.m. Pet Show (registration begins at 12:30) 

Dogs, cats, and all other pets are eligible.
1 p.m. Ball games resume
2 p.m. Baby show and pageant (registration begins 

at 1:30) children from Fairview, Mt. Leo, and 
Irving College, or who played in the Fairview 
softball league, are eligible.

5 p.m. Awards program
5:30 p.m. Fairview Jammers

Centertown CIC
6 p.m. — Auction of ball team theme baskets 
7 p.m. — Awards 
9 p.m. — Fireworks  

Midway Community Center
10 a.m. Opening ceremony with floral, pie and quilt 

contests inside center
1 p.m. Games for children, inflatables
10 a.m. Pageant for children from birth through 36 

months, open to all. Competition for ages 
4-9 must play Midway Softball or be resident 
of the community 

12 & 7 p.m. Award ceremonies  
12:30 p.m. Music by Cooper Creek, C.J. Hawkins Band, 

and Rex and Vonda Jones, going until 3 p.m.   
10:30 a.m. Concessions available
10 p.m. Fireworks  

Downtown Morrison 
4 p.m. Flag raising ceremony, concessions open
4 p.m. Baby show (Registration begins at 3:30) ages 
0-36 months are eligible.
5 p.m. Bingo, outdoor games, water balloon fight, 

egg toss, three-legged race, etc.
6 p.m. Cake walk
7-9 p.m. Musical entertainment by The Glyde
9 p.m. Fireworks

Cumberland Caverns
Cumberland Caverns’ 53rd anniversary celebration will fea-
ture a special edition of “Bluegrass Underground,” the
WSM radio show recorded in the cave’s Volcano Room.
The event from 12 to 6 p.m. will feature six artists repre-
senting the best in bluegrass and roots music. A second
stage will be above ground and all artist will play a set on
both stages. Tickets are $30 for both stages, 12 and under
tickets are $15, and children 5 and under are free.

McMinnville Cruisers
The McMinnville Cruisers will be having a cruise-in begin-
ning at 4:30 p.m. at the downtown parking lot of Security
Federal. There will be games, a silent auction, cake walk,
Prater’s BBQ, a 50-50 drawing, and more.

Library honored as Family Place

Magness Library recently
received national recognition in
a ceremony held at the conclu-
sion of the Spring 2009 Family
Place Library Parent-Child
Workshops when Kathleen
Deerr, national director of
Family Place Libraries, present-
ed the facility with a special
Family Place Library Banner.

In making the presentation,
Mrs. Deerr was complimentary
of Magness Library, its Family
Place Program and the commu-
nity.

What began two years ago as
a grant project through the
Tennessee State Library and
Archives has resulted in
Magness Library becoming the
first and only Family Place
Library in Tennessee. Magness
joins over 200 other public
libraries nationwide as a center
for early childhood informa-
tion, parent education, emer-
gent literacy, socialization and
family support.

Family Place builds on the
knowledge that good health,
early learning, parental involve-
ment and supportive communi-
ties play a critical role in young
children’s growth and develop-
ment.

As a Family Place Library,
Magness Library and
Community House provides:

• collections of books, toys,
music and other materials for
babies, toddlers, parents and
service providers,

• a specially designed wel-
coming space within the chil-
dren’s area for families with
young children;

• a parent-child workshop, a
five-session program that
involves toddlers and their par-
ents and caregivers and features
local professionals who serve as
resources for parents. The

workshops emphasize the role
of parents as the first teachers of
their children and facilitates
early literacy;

• coalition building with
community agencies that serve
families and young children to
connect parents to community
resources and develop pro-
grams and services tailored to
meet local needs;

• outreach to new and non-
traditional library users, espe-
cially parents and very young
children;

• developmentally appropri-
ate programming for very
young children and their par-
ents.

• library staff trained in fami-
ly support, child development,
parent education and best prac-
tices.

The success of the Family
Place Library program at
Magness Library has also
depended in large part upon the
library’s partnership with River
Park Hospital, a local business
that has supported the project
from the beginning. River Park
community relations coordina-
tor Ashley Wright says River
Park is proud to be a part of this
innovative program. Wright
says she has a personal perspec-
tive on the value of the pro-
gram.

“Growing up, I remember the
library being a fun and almost
magical place to visit,” Wright
said. “So I appreciate that in this
online, plugged-in society, the
Family Place Program encour-
ages children and parents to
once again seek out the library
as a place to learn, have fun and
connect with others in the com-
munity. River Park is commit-
ted to seeing this program
remains a part of the communi-
ty.”

Any business or organization
interested in becoming a Family
Place Library Community
Partner is encouraged to call
Mary Robbins at 473-2428.

Magness Library recently received a special
Family Place Library banner from Kathleen Deerr,
the national director of Family Place Libraries.
Pictured are, front row, from left, Pat Bigbee, Mary
Robbins, Ariel Walker, Ariea Walker, Aliscia Garza,

Lakelynn Garza, Constance Lynn Eldridge and
Kathleen Deerr. Back row, Ashley Wright, Anthony
Walker, Arin Walker, Travis Holland, Jimmy Haley,
Rachel Killebrew and Donna Rutherford.
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By CHARLES W. JOHNSON
News Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

I’m a metro government supporter

Subscribe 473-2191

CAN WE TALK?

Susan
Newby


