
The county’s Budget and
Finance Committee has
announced there will be no
property tax increase for an
unprecedented seventh year. If

the full Warren County
Commission passes the budget
which will be presented next
month, the tax rate will remain
$2.31 for the 2009-10 fiscal
year.

The committee passed the
general fund budget Tuesday
night, basically completing the

2009-10 budget except for the
school system, which has been
asked to make some changes.

The committee, composed of
chairman Herschel Wells,
Terry Bell, Carl Bouldin, Ken
Martin and Michael Martin,
has been working on the budg-
et since January, encouraging

the various committees to
direct the departments they
are responsible for to cut their
budgets to the bare minimum
in order to avoid a tax
increase.

“They did a really great
job,” Wells said. “Things were
tight this year.”

County Executive John
Pelham says he is proud of the
efforts of the various depart-

ment heads to keep budgets in
control, and the work the com-
mittees did, particularly
Budget and Finance
Committee.

“You have really worked
hard and done a tremendous
job,” Pelham said. “County
residents owe you a debt of
gratitude. It’s amazing we
have managed to keep the
same tax rate for seven years

now.
“We believe it’s very impor-

tant in these economic times to
not place an additional finan-
cial burden on the taxpayers,”
Pelham added. “But it is
equally important not to com-
promise services, and our
commissioners have been able
to do that.”
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County budget has no tax increase
Tax rate remains $2.31 for seventh straight year

Road to
nowhere

The next phase of the four-
lane to Woodbury is under
construction, but motorists
have a long wait before it’s

open to traffic

James Clark photo

Dirt work is under way on the next
phase of the four-lane to Woodbury.
Stimulus money will pay for it, and it
will take more than a year to complete.

The 5.6-mile section of highway was
funded with American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act funds. After bidding
the contract out, the winning bid came

from Highways, Inc. of Brentwood,
Tenn., at $14.9 million. Project comple-
tion is scheduled on or before Aug. 31,
2011.

However, a drive down the new four-
lane highway will be well into the future.
Due to state safety concerns, the new
four-lane will remain closed until the fol-
lowing phase is complete. That phase, a
6.9-mile stretch from Centertown into
Cannon County, has not even been fund-
ed.

“From a safety standpoint, it would not
be wise to send traffic from a multi-lane
roadway onto a narrow two-lane road,”
said TDOT spokeswoman Jennifer Flynn.
“We will have to wait until the next phase
of the improvements on US-70S is done.”

The four-lane to Woodbury is funded in
stage construction phases. The current
stage won’t prepare the four-lane for traf-
fic.

Grading work is under way for the next phase of the four-lane to
Woodbury as crews have been busy near Pigeon Hill Road in

Centertown. While this phase is set to be complete by Aug. 31, 2011,
it will be long after that before motorists can drive on it.

By LISA HOBBS
Staff Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

State says safety issues to delay road opening

Lawsuit claims
heart medicine
caused 2 deaths

Three multi-million dollar
lawsuits have been filed on
behalf of two local residents
who died due to allegedly
defective heart medications and
a third who was injured after
taking the drug.

The survivors of Jack Edward
Walker and Raymond Sinks
each have filed $30 million
wrongful death lawsuits against
the drug manufacturer and its
subsidiaries. The person who
survived the near-lethal dose,
Melba J. Jones, has filed a simi-
lar suit against the company.
The defendants include Actavis
Group of Iceland, along with
United States-based companies
including Activis Elizabeth
LLC, Actavis US Mylan Inc.,
Mylan Pharmaceuticals,
Laboratories and Bertek and
UDL Laboratories.

The suits, filed by local law
firm Galligan & Newman,
maintain the victims were
administered defective doses of
Digitek, a brand of cardiac gly-
cosides which are widely pre-
scribed to and used by millions
of Americans to treat various
heart conditions including atrial
fibrillation, atrial flutter and
congestive heart failure.

The suits maintain the defen-
dants were responsible for test-
ing and guaranteeing the
dosage contained in each med-

ication but they withheld infor-
mation on issues discovered
during testing and were warned
of the violations by the Food
and Drug Administration in
2006, two years prior to the
deaths and injuries being sued
for here.

It was during a 2006 FDA
warning letter to defendant
Actavis Totowa that the FDA
accused Actavis of marketing
drugs without proper clearance,
with records showing there had
been 26 adverse drug experi-
ences during testing. The FDA
also traced back issues as far as
1999 when there were at least six
adverse reactions to the drug.
FDA findings were the compa-
ny was not efficiently checking
quality of its drugs.

By DUANE SHERRILL
Staff Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

• Digitek is a drug used
to treat heart failure and
abnormal heart rhythms. 

• It has been linked to
Digitek toxicity which

can cause nausea, vomit-
ing, dizziness, low blood
pressure, cardiac instabil-

ity and bradycardia. 

• Death can result from
excessive Digitek intake.

Continued on page 7-AContinued on page 3-A

City residents will see a slight
increase in their garbage pick-up fee
beginning July 1. However, residents
received a slight reprieve on a rate
increase for water and sewer.

After listening to Public Works
director Bill Brock talk about his
dwindling fund balance and the need
for an increase in order to keep the
department from relying on tax dol-
lars, officials accepted a solid waste
disposal fee increase.

• Residential customers will get a 9
percent increase to $12.

• Commercial customers will get a
10 percent increase. Commercial roll-
out carts increase to $19.80 for one,
and $7.50 for the second or third. A
four-, six- or eight-cubic-yard dump-

ster picked up once a week increases
to $79.75, $90.20 and $100.50, respec-
tively.

Funding for the department comes
from fees collected. If the fees do not
keep pace with rising expenses, tax
dollars have to be used.

Currently, the department has
$239,000. Within the next year, the
department needs to purchase a new
truck costing $200,000 to replace one
that’s 13 years old. In two years, the
department needs to have work done
on the residential side loaders in
order to keep them operational. In a
few years, another truck will be need-
ed.

If the fund balance runs out, the
department will have to look to the
city to continue garbage collection.
The proposed increase will generate
$94,000 a year and replenish the fund
balance for future purchases.

Officials accepted the fee increases
without much discussion. However,
the same can’t be said for proposed
water and sewer increases, which did
not pass.

“I guess my only question is why
we are raising outside rates the same
as the inside rates?” asked Alderman
Everett Brock.

McMinnville Water and Sewer
director Carl Davis asked for an
increase across the board.

For city residential customers, the
increase would be $1.10 for 2,000 gal-
lons, $2.20 for 4,000 gallons, and $3.30
for 6,000 gallons, for both water and
sewer. 

Because outside residential cus-
tomers do not have sewer, the
increase would be 32 cents for 2,000
gallons, 64 cents for 4,000 gallons, and
96 cents for 6,000 gallons — the same
increase received by city residents
when it comes to water only.

Crystal Hodges, a
2009 Warren County
High School graduate,
designed this logo for
River Park Hospital’s
TREE program and
won a $100 scholarship

for doing it. For story,
see page 5-A.

Award-winning
design

City garbage fees to increase
By LISA HOBBS
Staff Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Continued on page 8-A

By CHARLES W. JOHNSON
News Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Continued on page 3-A

Surviving family
members file
$30M lawsuits

Residential, commercial rates go up July 1



NEWARK, New Jersey
(AP) — The only inkling pas-
sengers had that something
was wrong on the Continental
Airlines flight over the
Atlantic Ocean was when an
announcement came over the
loudspeaker asking if there
was a doctor on board.

Otherwise, flight attendants
continued to serve snacks.
Passengers read magazines
and watched movies. And the
flight kept on its schedule.

But in the cockpit, the 60-
year-old captain had died of a
suspected heart attack and
two co-pilots took over the
controls. The 247 passengers
aboard did not learn what had
happened until the flight from
Brussels landed safely
Thursday and was met by fire
trucks, emergency vehicles
and dozens of reporters.

“I was shocked,” said Dora
Dekeyser of Houston.
“Nobody knew anything.”

“We weren’t panicking. I
never thought it was some-
thing as serious as this. We
were relaxed,” said
Dekeyser ’s granddaughter,
Stephanie Mallis, 18, of
Lansdale, Penn.

After the crew of the Boeing
777 asked if there were any
doctors aboard, several pas-
sengers approached the cock-
pit, including a doctor who
said the pilot appeared to
have suffered a heart attack.

Dr. Julien Struyven, 72, a
cardiologist and radiologist
from Brussels, examined the
pilot in the cockpit and tried
to revive him using a defibril-
lator. But it was too late.

“He was not alive,”
Struyven said. There was “no
chance at all” of saving him.

The dead pilot was based in
Newark and had worked for
Continental for 32 years, the
airline said. His name was not
immediately released.

Tom Donaldson, a former
leader of the Continental
pilots union who flies Boeing

767 jets for the airline, said
pilots must pass an extensive
physical every six months to
remain qualified to fly. The
exam includes an electrocar-
diogram, blood pressure
check and a vision test.

For long routes such as
trans-Atlantic flights, a third
pilot is aboard to permit the
captain or first officer to take
rest breaks.
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BLACKBERRIES & RASPBERRIES

NOW PICKING
Monday-Saturday 8 AM - 5 PM

Subject to availability and weather

Viola Valley Berry Farm
a product of Randall Walker Farms

8240 Manchester Hwy.
Call 931-635-9535

Pick your own or picked
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Father’s Day is Sunday. Time is running out to get the ultimate gift. What
do fathers really want? This is what these fathers had to say:

KENNETH SEAGRAVES BRIAN CURRAN BRAD KAPLAN ROBBY SANDERSBILLY WOODDAVID HENNESSEE

“I want good
razors,” said Seagraves,
who has one child.
“Quattro, the expen-
sive kind. Not the
cheap ones. The really
fine gel-coated razors
with at least four
blades. That’s a big
thing for me, because I
shave every day and
sometimes twice a day.
And, Edge Gel.”

“All I want is good
health, something to
eat and a roof over my
head,” said Hennessee.
“I want good health
more than anything. I
want to be able to see
my grandchildren
grow. I’ve just got one.
She’s 7 years old and
her name is Kansas
Grace.”

“I would like to
wake up on Father’s
Day and know in my
heart that my chil-
dren are happy and
healthy,” said Kaplan.
“That would make it
all worth it.”

“I already got my
present,” said Wood.
“I got the best gift of
all. I became a grand-
father for the first
time Monday after-
noon. His name is
Carter Klein Lee. It
was the most wonder-
ful gift.”

“I just want more
time with my wife
and my daughter,”
said Sanders. His
daughter is 5 years
old. “She keeps us
hopping and it’s a lot
of fun. I want more
time for us to play
and enjoy each
other.”

“I want a Father’s
Day card that arrives
on time,” said
Curran. Laughing
when he said it, he
added, “If that never
happens, a vacation
in the Bahamas
would be good.”

ERIC PURSLEY

“I want more time
with my kids,” said
Pursley. He has two
boys, Eli, who is
almost 1, and Caleb,
9. “That’s what I
want. Being a parent
is great. I wouldn’t
have it any other
way.”

River Park has always been a
big supporter of Warren County
schools, so when a logo design
was needed for the hospital’s
new TREE customer service ini-
tiative, it reached out to Warren
County High School art teacher
Debra Grepperud, who helped
set up a contest.

Students were encouraged to
submit their ideas for the new
logo and those submissions
were placed in hospital com-
mon area for judging.

The acronym TREE repre-
sents River Park’s values –
trust, respect, enthusiasm and
excellence.

The program was started as a
way to further promote those
values and the River Park
Hospital mission “to make a
difference in the lives of our
community by providing quali-
ty, compassionate healthcare in
an environment that fosters
employee commitment and
pride.” 

At the end of the judging
period, Crystal Hodges, a 2009
graduate of WCHS, was the
winner with the most votes. She

was awarded a $100 scholar-
ship for art and school supplies
and her artwork has been
adapted into the logo that will
be used to represent the TREE
Initiative. The WCHS art
department is also set to receive
a donation from River Park for
the school’s participation.

In May, River Park Hospital
was honored with an award
from its parent company,
Capella Healthcare, for receiv-
ing the highest first-quarter
outpatient satisfaction scores of
all Capella hospitals. Chief
nursing officer Janis Darnaby
says of the honor, “Customer
service as well as patient and
employee satisfaction are prior-
ities for us and we hope that it
shows in everything we do.
This TREE program has been
put in place to reinforce for
employees the values we work
by each and every day. For
patients and visitors, we hope it
serves as a reminder we are
here for them, to answer their
questions, to listen to them, to
provide individualized service
and care, every single day.”

Recent Warren County High School graduate Crystal Hodges is
congratulated by River Park outpatient rehab director Tim King for
designing the winning logo.

Photo provided 

Crystal Hodges designs logo
that wins River Park contest

A woman who would have
walked free from the courtroom
talked her way into 10 days in
jail when she hurled the B-word
at the victim seconds after
appearing before the judge.

The defendant, Erica
Reynolds, was found in con-
tempt of court Tuesday by
General Sessions Judge Larry
Ross and ordered to serve 10
days for her actions. She nar-

rowly avoided more jail time
when she protested as she was
being led away to jail minutes
later.

Reynolds was not going to get
any jail time during court
Tuesday as she had settled her
charges by a plea which was
going to cost her a six-month
probationary sentence and small
fine. The case involved harass-
ment by phone with the victim,
who was seated in the court
audience. The victim claimed
Reynolds had harassed her and

made threats over the phone.
The friction between the two
came because Reynolds was
reportedly dating the victim’s
ex-husband.

“It’s a long story,” Reynolds
told the judge about her connec-
tion with the victim as she was
accepting the plea agreement.

During sentencing, Judge
Ross ordered there be no further
communications of any form
between the two women, some-
thing Reynolds agreed to before
turning to go to the back of the

room to consult with her proba-
tion officer. It was during the
short walk to the back that
Reynolds passed the victim and
a commotion started. When
asked what had happened,
assistant district attorney Josh
Crain, who had been standing
near the women, reported what
he heard.

“She called her a b----,” said
Crain, noting Reynolds had
uttered the vulgarity at the vic-
tim as she passed her in the
courtroom.

When she was brought back
to the podium, Reynolds
protested the allegation, claim-
ing nothing was said. However,
Ross quickly quieted her by
finding her in contempt and sen-
tencing her to 10 days in jail.

“If you want 10 more days,
just keep it up,” Ross said.
“You’re in the wrong place.”

Ross said Reynolds could
appeal her sentence, but other-
wise she will serve 10 days in
jail.

Courtroom comment costs Reynolds 10 days

Jet lands safely after pilot dies

Happy 5th Birthday

Love
Mom & Dad

Travis & Trinity
Nanny & Pa

Donna & James
Aliecsa & Family 97
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For a wonderful service with gospel singing featuring

Terry Terrell
Celebrate Father’s Day

at Dayspring Community Church
Sunday, June 21 at 11:00 a.m.

4295 New Smithville Hwy., McMinnville, TN
A Love offering will be accepted
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By DUANE SHERRILL
Staff reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)


