
River Park offers free swine flu vaccine
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And the winner is ... all the schools in Warren
County!

But the largest donation from the new Cash for
Class program at Foodland Plus goes to Dibrell
Elementary in the amount of $845.

“I don’t know what to say,” said Dibrell principal
Robbie Hitchcock when told about the windfall.
“Wow, I’m just shocked. This is terrific. We need so
many things.”

While public schools get the basics of what they
need from the government, alternative funding is
needed for any extras. In Dibrell’s case, Hitchcock
says the money will be used to replace a worn-out
projector screen. Cost of a new screen is estimated
to be between $300 and $500.

She added, “I want to thank Foodland for offer-
ing this program and everyone who gave us their
receipts. We appreciate the support.”

Foodland Plus owners announced Wednesday
more than $6,100 has been raised in the Cash for
Class program that gives money local schools. 

“We were shocked to get this much this fast,”
said Foodland Plus co-owner Richard McMahan.
“Thanks to everyone who participated, schools will
get a little extra money for the things they need.”

Participation is easy. To support a school, save
Foodland receipts, write the name of the school on
the receipt, and turn them into the school or drop
them off at any of the three Foodland locations in
McMinnville. One percent of the cash value of the
receipts will be donated to the school written on the
receipt.

Anyone who would like to receive the
swine flu vaccine will likely have that
chance this week as River Park Hospital
has announced an H1N1 flu clinic this
Monday thru Thursday.

The hospital has over 2,500 doses avail-
able, according to marketing director
Claudia Hall. There is no charge for the
vaccine.

“These were given to us by the govern-
ment so we’re offering them for free,” said
Hall. “We could have charged a small fee
for all the time it’s going to take to admin-
ister the shots, but our nurses and staff

members are going to be donating the
time to do it so there won’t be a charge.”

Hall says four nurses at a time will be
giving the shots in an attempt to speed
people through as quickly as possible.
Anyone who would like a shot should
come to the hospital lobby on their desig-
nated day and they will be directed where
to go.

The swine flu shots will be offered at the
following times to the following groups:

• Monday – 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Open to
health care workers and pregnant women.

• Tuesday – 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Open to
parents, caregivers of children, and chil-
dren 6 months to 18 years

• Wednesday – 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. High-
risk adults and adults age 18 to 45

• Thursday – 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Open to
everyone.

“I expect us to be very busy,” said Hall.

Local schools earn Cash for Class
By LISA HOBBS
Staff Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Over 2,500 doses available Monday thru Thursday

A man who returned stolen
goods to their rightful owner will
be spared jail time as he was grant-
ed a pre-trial diversion on charges
stemming from a car lot theft.

The defendant, Daniel Jones,
was granted a pre-trial diversion
by Circuit Court Judge Bart
Stanley meaning the felony
charges against him will be sus-
pended for two years and dis-
missed provided he gets in no fur-
ther trouble with the law during
his probationary period.

The leniency comes following a
theft from Tennessee Mountain
Auto Sales in which several tires
and wheels were stolen. In his
statement concerning the crime,
Jones admitted he was along with
friends including co-defendant
Houston Simmons when they
pulled up to the business. 

Jones said he did not realize
Simmons intended to steal items
from the dealer when he let him

and another friend out and drove
Jones’ truck onto the lot. Jones said
he saw his friend loading items
onto his truck and called him on
his phone, telling him to come
back and pick them up so they
could leave.

Jones said he insisted the next
day that his friends return the
merchandise. However, they
refused, saying lawmen had
already asked if they had any
involvement in the theft. 

That night, Jones said his
friends threw the stolen items over
an embankment to ensure law-
men would not be able to catch
them with the tires and rims. Jones
said he waited until later in the
night to retrieve the items from the
bottom of the embankment. He
said he then loaded them into his
vehicle and took them back to
their rightful owner, leaving them
anonymously.

As part of his pre-trial diver-
sion, Jones has been directed to
perform 40 hours public service
work and write a letter of apology
to the victim.

Jones avoids jail by
returning stolen items

A report released last week
shows the benefits of Tennessee’s
pre-K program diminishes after
the second grade, but supporters,
including Warren County school
officials, say it still provides a valu-
able foundation that will help at-
risk children succeed in school.

The report, which
was commissioned by
the state comptroller’s
office, reveals kinder-
garten students who
participated in the pre-
K program performed
better academically
than a group of those
who didn’t. But the
report also states there is
“little evidence that the
unique effects of pre-K”
last beyond second
grade.

Since 2005, Tennessee Gov. Phil
Bredesen, a Democrat, has created
786 pre-K classrooms serving over
15,000 children. This has grown to
934 classrooms in total which
serve about 18,000 children. 

Despite almost universal sup-
port from educators, there is con-
cern about where the money will
come from to keep the pre-K class-
rooms going. There was heavy

debate during the recent
Tennessee General Assembly
about how the program should be
funded. Many Republicans have
suggested drawing funding from
lottery reserves, while others, like
Republican comptroller Justin
Wilson, say they have been skepti-
cal of the program since its incep-
tion.

Local school officials, like direc-
tor of instruction Bobby Cox and
Director of Schools Dr. Jerry Hale
say they support the program and
already see benefits.

“Everything we’ve seen as far as
Warren County is concerned
shows it is a beneficial program,”
Hale said. “Several teachers have

told me they can tell who
went to pre-K and who
didn’t, and that it has had
a positive effect on stu-
dent readiness for enter-
ing kindergarten and
moving up through the
grades.”

Cox says he hopes the
program can survive the
political wrangling that
seems to have surround-
ed it.

“I can see from the
onset of this controversy that it
looks like it’s a political partisan
issue,” said Cox, after reading an
AP story on the report. “They’re
quoting Republicans and
Democrats and going back and
forth.”

Cox says it shouldn’t be about
politics, but about providing a bet-
ter education for our children.

Battle brewing
over value of
pre-K program
Report indicates
benefits diminish
by third grade
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Malcolm the
dog looks like
he’s ready for the
circus to come to
town with this
clown outfit. He’s
owned by Diane
Hopkins.

Spider-Man, also known as 4-year-old Colton Fults, reaches for a handful of candy while
trick-or-treating Friday afternoon at the Southern Standard.

Amber Dodd looks devilish during the annual Kids of the
Community Halloween party.

She’s a princess among pumpkins. Allie Dixon, 11, fits
right in with one of the Foodland Plus trunk-or-treat
Halloween displays yesterday.

Coy Hathcock earned second place in
yesterday’s Farmers Market Scarecrow
Contest with an entry that looks
remarkably like him.

By CHARLIE JOHNSON
News Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

By JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Flu shots
recommended

The Centers for Disease
Control is recommending
the H1N1 vaccine as a way
to prevent the spread of
swine flu

By DUANE SHERRILL
Staff Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)
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CASH FOR CLASS MONEY

Dibrell $845
Bobby Ray $816 
Centertown $601
West Elementary $585
Hickory Creek $518
WCMS $488
WCHS $397
Boyd Christian $379
Morrison $345
Covenant Academy $327
Eastside $308
Irving College $269
Warren Academy $195
Faulkner Springs $28


