
River Park Hospital and a local
doctor are among those named in
a $650,000 lawsuit filed by a
woman who says a surgical
sponge was left inside her body

following an operation at the facil-
ity.

The suit has been filed by Peggy
Joan Shore of Rock Island asking
for $650,000 in compensatory
damages. Named in the suit are
the physician, Dr. Jeffery Lawhon,
University Surgical Associates,
and River Park Hospital along

with its owner Capella Healthcare.
The suit comes after Shore, 69,

said she was admitted to River
Park in February 2008 complain-
ing of abdominal pain following a
colonoscopy performed by Dr.
Lawhon. Shore was admitted after
Dr. Lawhon reportedly informed
the hospital he would not be able
to attend to the patient until the
following morning. Shore said that
during the delay she was in
“severe pain” and was “in and out

of consciousness.”
The doctor performed surgery

the next day and repaired a tear in
her spleen. However, she experi-
enced severe pain following sur-
gery.

“Subsequent radiological tests
were ordered, after which a radio-
opaque marker was identified in
the right abdomen consistent with
a retained sponge,” the suit reads.
“She was taken back to the operat-
ing room where a repeat laparoto-

my was performed through the
same incision as the prior surgery
and a retained laparotomy sponge
was found and removed.”

One month later, the suit says,
Shore underwent another surgery
allegedly to repair an incision her-
nia caused by the surgery to
remove the sponge.

After hearing of the allegations,
River Park CEO John McClain
says the hospital has done its own
investigation.

“We have implemented meas-
ures to address the issues,”
McClain said, noting he could not
discuss the case in detail since it is
part of an ongoing lawsuit. “River
Park takes quality very seriously,
and we certainly regret any time a
patient feels he or she had any-
thing less than extraordinary care.”

McClain points out there were
2,667 surgeries and 2,194 endo-
scopies performed at River Park in
2008.
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River Park sued for leaving sponge in woman
Lawsuit asks for $650,000
By DUANE SHERRILL
Staff Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Two swine flu
cases suspected
in Tennessee

With two possible cases of
swine flu in Tennessee, local resi-
dents are being encouraged to be
aware of flu-like symptoms and
not report to work or school if
you have them.

“If you’re sick, don’t try to be a
hero and go to work,”
said Shelley Walker, a
spokeswoman for the
Tennessee Department
of Health. “The same
goes for your kids. If
they’re sick, keep them
home.”

Both Tennessee cases
must be confirmed by
the Centers for Disease
Control to be officially
listed as swine flu.

The first Tennessee
case was reported Wednesday in
Williamson County, and the sec-
ond was reported yesterday in
Shelby County. Both cases
involve school children, neither
of whom is reported to be seri-
ously ill.

Much like the regular flu,
swine flu affects people in differ-
ent ways. Some may be bedrid-
den for several days, while oth-
ers are able to function at less
than full speed.

“In most cases we’ve seen in
America so far, most people are
recovering at home without hos-
pitalization,” said Walker.

Swine flu has caused alarm
because of the 168 deaths and
more than 2,400 people reported
sick in Mexico. And it is an unfa-
miliar virus that’s striking out-
side of the normal flu season.

There is currently no swine flu
vaccine, according to state med-
ical epidemiologist Dr. Tim Jones.

“The vaccine given to people
to protect them against the flu
won’t work against this,” said Dr.
Jones. “There are no vaccines
right now and there won’t be for
several months.”

River Park Hospital says it’s
taking the swine flu out-
break “very seriously”
and adds the hospital is
“proactively taking steps
to recognize any poten-
tial victim of swine flu.”

According to River
Park officials, they are
working with the
Centers for Disease
Control, as well as local
and state health depart-
ments to closely monitor
the swine flu situation.

In addition to CDC and health
department protocols, the River
Park staff has a plan in place for
infectious outbreaks such as
this.

“Our priority is to protect our
patients and employees, and we
are ready to respond quickly
and appropriately if needed,”
said Dr. Randal Rampp, chief
medical officer at River Park.

Two students
believed to have
contracted virus
By JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

RAMPP

When Warren County High School ninth-
grader Zachary Little noticed someone was
vandalizing grave markers at an old family
cemetery located on the Morrison School
property, he decided to do something about
it.

The young Morrison resident, JROTC
cadet, and Morrison School graduate, began

working to get a fence built around the small
cemetery. Little, the son of Brian and Trina
Service, is also a Ruri-Teen, an organization
for teens affiliated with Ruritan National.
Little’s club is a part of Morrison Ruritan.

“We were coming up here to do some proj-
ects with Morrison Ruritan,” Little said.
“They split us into groups and our group
was doing environmental projects. We
brought up the idea to put up a fence around
the cemetery.”

The idea was one that didn’t make it into

the final projects, but Little didn’t give up.
“I took it upon myself to do it,” Little said.

“With help from my parents, the Board of
Education, Mr. Aycock of Aycock Fencing,
the Morrison PTO, and especially Morrison
Ruritan, I have finally gotten it put up.”

The total cost was $870, with $500 coming
from Morrison Ruritan, $170 from Morrison
PTO, and $200 from Morrison principal
Donna Vandygriff’s school fund.
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Little makes big impact

Warren County High School ninth-grader Zachary Little, 14,
took on a project to get this fence built around a family cemetery

on the Morrison School grounds. Pictured with Little is his sis-
ter, Elizabeth Dull, 10.

Morrison teen takes action to protect cemetery
By CHARLES W. JOHNSON
News Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Continued on page 5-A

Blue Building, Park Theater
not priorities, city survey says

Results are in when it
comes to the 2009
McMinnville Citizen Survey. 

City officials generated
the survey to give them
direction when it comes to
what city taxpayers want to
see in the city’s future.

Because property owners
are the ones impacted by
decisions made by city gov-
ernment, those were the
ones targeted. Surveys were
sent to people randomly
selected from the city’s tax
roll.

Of the 285 surveys sent,
133 were returned.
Although the number of
those returned was less than
expected, statistics show
mailed citizen surveys nor-
mally yield a 25 to 50 per-
cent response rate. The

city’s survey response falls within that average.
As for results, the survey says …
When it comes to the Blue Building, 41 percent want

to sell the building. Rounding out the other responses,
24 percent want to renovate partially, 15 percent want to
renovate completely, and 20 percent want to remove the
building and use the site.

The Park Theater also received more sell than keep
responses. While 53 percent want to sell the property, 35
percent said renovate completely, and 12 percent want
to remove the building.

Times have changed, and so have clothing styles.
That’s why Warren County High School students are
asking for an update on the school dress code.

According to school officials, the current dress
code was established Nov. 1, 1995, over 13 years ago.
The high school’s Student
Advisory Committee brought up
the idea of revamping the dress
code at last week’s school board
meeting.

The committee is composed of
WCHS freshmen Nicole Mullican
and Nick Cantrell, sophomores
Kathryn Burnett and Kendra
Hodges, juniors Allison Sue
Chilton and Chrishelen Rodriguez, and seniors
Jonathan Holland and Lindsey Adcock. The commit-
tee works with the school board to address issues
from the students’ perspective. School sponsors are
Debby Maddux and Cappi Jones.

By CHARLES W. JOHNSON
News Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

By LISA HOBBS
Staff Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)
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Continued on page 3-A

Students ask for
dress code update

For a look at
the complete
WCHS dress

code, see
page 5-A

Students are wondering why
jeans with holes at the knees
are not allowed under WCHS
dress code policy while shorts
that come down to the knees
are allowed.Continued on page 5-A
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