
Nurses helping nurses is the aim
of a new organization at River Park
Hospital. The recently formed
Nurse Council at the local facility
has announced plans to fund a
scholarship specifically for nursing
students in 2009. The organization
is committed to helping others
develop professionally and become
part of the work force at River Park
Hospital.

This is the first scholarship fund-
ed at River Park internally by the
nursing staff. Other scholarship
awards given by the hospital have
typically been funded as part of its
support of charitable organizations
or as work force development.

Janis Darnaby, chief nursing offi-
cer at River Park, was truly touched
by the team’s efforts and their moti-
vation for developing the scholar-
ship. 

“Many nurses struggle financial-
ly while attending school,”
Darnaby said. “The Nurse Council
remembers that they had similar
struggles while seeking an educa-
tion. Nursing students often bal-
ance part-time jobs and full-time
parenting responsibilities during
their education. They seek out

nursing careers because they have
a passion for caring for others and
advancing themselves profession-
ally.”

One of the ways the Nurse
Council plans to reach its fundrais-
ing goals is by selling cakes at the
Autumn Street Fair. Their goal will
be to sell 100 cakes the day of the
fair for $10 each. Members are ask-
ing for support from the communi-
ty, their former patients and their
co-workers. Their booth will be
located on the corner of Main Street
and Court Square.

The Nurse Council will also pro-

vide guidance and strategic leader-
ship for nursing at River Park
Hospital. Their goal is to elevate the
entire nursing team by strengthen-
ing leadership and empowering
others to develop and execute their
professional skills.

River Park Hospital is a 125-bed
full-service hospital, which pro-
vides a comprehensive range of
medical services and high quality
care. River Park is Joint
Commission accredited which
demonstrates a commitment to
meet the highest national stan-
dards for quality and safety.
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Ambulance service expects $100,000 less from state
The effort by Gov. Phil Bredesen to

make extensive cuts in state spending has
led to legislation that could cost the
Warren County Ambulance Service an
estimated $100,000, according to
Ambulance Service director Brian
Jennings.

In his monthly report to the Warren
County Commission, Jennings disclosed
that EMS reimbursement has been target-
ed by the governor as one area to cut.

“Put plainly, the state will stop its
Medicaid reimbursement for Medicare-
allowable charges that include what’s
known as the 20 percent, or the crossover
payments,” said Jennings. “In fiscal year
2007-08, this category of reimbursement
accounted for approximately $100,000 of
revenue for the Warren County

Ambulance Service. This is the
amount of lost revenue we can
expect for fiscal year 2008-09 if
nothing is changed in the inter-
pretation before Dec. 13.”

County Executive John Pelham
said this is certainly not good
news, but isn’t entirely unexpect-
ed.

“This is just a result of the short-
fall in state revenues,” Pelham
said. “Whether it be sales tax or
other revenue streams. This is sim-
ply another area where the administration
is trying to find ways to generate some
extra revenue by cutting costs. I know this
is health-related, but again, it is a direct
result of our economy right now. They
look in places where they think they can
cut back a little bit, and that’s what this
is.”

Pelham says the county is looking at
ways to offset some of the possible lost

revenue with so-called convales-
cent runs, but noted the safety of
county citizens will always come
first. 

“Our primary focus always
has been, and will always con-
tinue to be, to provide emer-
gency services to the citizens of
Warren County,” Pelham said.
“But we also want to try to keep
as much of a burden off our tax-

payers as we can. So while pro-
viding emergency services to our

citizens certainly comes first, after that is
taken care of, if we can make some extra
runs, whether that’s transports from nurs-
ing homes or other runs of that type, if we
can make runs here in the county and
generate revenue, instead of our vehicles
and crews just sitting, that helps the tax-
payer, and that’s what we’re trying to do.”

Pelham says, while the cuts aren’t good,
the county will still be able to improve

local emergency services with little cost to
the taxpayer, as evidenced by the con-
struction of ambulance station 4 using
grant funds and land donated by the
state.

“We are moving forward,” Pelham
said. “Brian is doing a great job in finding
ways to increase our revenue. Last year, I
believe, was the first year in the history of
our service we broke the $1 million barri-
er in revenue.

“This is certainly going to hurt us,”
Pelham said. “Two steps forward and one
step back, but still, even with this one step
back, we’re still ahead of where we used
to be.”

The state’s move has generated protest
from county governments already finan-
cially strapped by the struggling econo-
my, with Jennings noting the reimburse-
ment change has been highly contested by
every ambulance service in the state.

“Locally the Upper Cumberland

Directors Association, which represents
14 counties in the Upper Cumberland, has
collectively indicated its opposition in let-
ters to the state submitted to the first rule-
making hearing to be held in this matter,”
Jennings said.

A second hearing on the issue will be
held prior to the Dec. 13 deadline, accord-
ing to Jennings, and if there is no change
by the state legislature the change will be
made permanent.

On a positive note, Jennings also report-
ed that Medicare has announced a 3 per-
cent increase in its reimbursement rates
for rural ambulance services. The rate
increase was effective July 1 of this year.
Calculating from past revenue totals this
should equal approximately $16,000 extra
revenue for the Warren County
Ambulance Service. 

“This by no means offsets the loss of the
Medicaid revenue,” said Jennings. “But it
is a welcome increase.”

By CHARLES W. JOHNSON
News Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Your Local Weather
Wed

9/24

81/52
Sunny skies.
High 81F.
Winds NE at
5 to 10 mph.

Thu

9/25

80/56
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
mid 50s.

Fri

9/26

76/57
Clouds giv-
ing way to
sun . Highs in
the mid 70s
and lows in
the upper
50s.

Sat

9/27

80/57
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
upper 50s.

Sun

9/28

83/57
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
upper 50s.
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Stealing $1.50 match book
gets Thompson 180 days

A local man will serve 180
days in jail for stealing a box of
match books from Kroger.

The defendant, Chad
Thompson, 26, was found guilty
following a jury trial on the
charge of theft under $500 and
was sentenced by Circuit Court
Judge Bart Stanley immediately
following his conviction. His
prior criminal record con-
tributed to his having to serve
180 days of the one-year sen-
tence, as did suspicions the box
of matches may have been

intended to be used in the pro-
duction of meth.

Thompson’s conviction comes
after he was seen by a Kroger
employee in August 2007 slip-
ping a box of matches, valued at
$1.50, into the pocket of his
cargo pants. He was then fol-
lowed to the checkout line
where he paid for another pack
of matches and a soft drink,
never producing the matches he
had stuffed into his pants. 

Thompson was stopped as he
left the store. He asked if he
could be allowed to pay for the
matches in hopes of avoiding
charges – a request that was
denied.

The case was taken to trial
because of issues surrounding
the manufacture of meth. The
striker pads on match books are
used to extract red phosphorous,
which is used to make meth. For
this reason, many stores have a
restriction on how many boxes
of matches a customer can buy,
given the fact few people tend to
buy multiple boxes of matches
for legal purposes. 

The fact Thompson was will-
ing to buy one box of matches
legally while concealing the
other prompted prosecutors to
suspect he was intending to use
the matches for an illegal enter-
prise.

By DUANE SHERRILL
Staff reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

River Park nurses unite to create scholarship

The newly formed Nurse Council at River Park
Hospital is working to fund a scholarship program
for aspiring nurses in the area. The members are,
front row, from left, Heather George and Patty
Roberts. Back row, Janis Darnaby, Aimee

Posthumus, Kayla Greer, Felicia Young, Georgie
Day, Ann Lyle and Helen Owens. Not pictured are
Bruce Carr, Sandra England, Leigh Ann Steiner,
Kirstie Dixon, Christie Colwell, April Fernandez,
Ashley Moore and Lisa Wilder.

IDB funding
Continued from page 1-A

In agreement with her was
Kirby and Hillis, who both
voiced their opinion that the
budget was the best one pos-
sible with what was available
in the budget and without
increasing taxes.

While Alderman Billy Wood
also voted to pass the budget
and Aldermen Rick Barnes
and Jimmy Haley voted
against it, those aldermen will
only have a vote in funding
the IDB if it gets the support
of the Finance Committee.

According to city adminis-
trator David Rutherford, IDB
officials contacted the city in
order to discuss funding. It is
not known what the IDB
plans to request. 

Currently, the organization
is working with the county to
build a spec building and
develop infrastructure at the
county’s industrial park. The
new building and improved
park is an effort to attract new
business into Warren County.

If the request passes the
Finance Committee, it will
have to be presented to the
full board for its considera-
tion. All meetings are held on
the second floor of city hall on
Main Street.

JENNINGS
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