
Being new in town is some-
times hard to overcome and
usually brings more questions
than answers — Where’s that?
How do I get there? Who do I
need to call? What’s there to
do?

Fortunately there are people
and organizations in Warren
County who understand the
difficulties involved in accli-
mating to a new and unfamiliar
community and want to help.

That’s why some new resi-
dents of Warren County
received a warm welcome, a
hot meal, and a presentation by
several local residents Tuesday
during a Newcomer Luncheon. 

Sponsored by the
McMinnville-Warren County
Chamber of Commerce and
River Park Hospital, the lunch-
eon is the second one of its
kind to be held at River Park to
welcome newcomers into the
community and show them
some of what Warren County
has to offer.

Invited were 20 recently relo-
cated individuals. Among
those were Wayne and Debbie
Moore, who moved here from
Missouri one month ago. After
looking at other counties and
not finding a good fit there,
they chose Warren County and
now live in the Shellsford Road
area.

“I think this is a great thing
to do,” said Wayne. The couple
attended the luncheon with
their grandchildren visiting
from Georgia — Emma
Randall, 5, and Adeline, 2.
“Being newcomers, you are
dependent on other people to
steer you to the right contrac-
tors and the right businesses.
So far, we’ve been able to find
everything we want.”

Mark and Monica Augustin
moved to Warren County from
Milwaukee in search of a
warmer climate. The couple
relocated in October. 

“We got temperatures 20
below in Milwaukee,” said
Mark. “The bad part about it
was the snow storms in May.
Winter goes on forever.”

Warren County was chosen
because of Overton Retreat,
one of the upscale residential
communities being developed
on Harrison Ferry Mountain,
which they found when
researching areas on the
Internet. Although not ready to
retire at this time, the couple is
looking toward the future.

Mark is a project manager for
an automation company. He’s
the “go-to” and “find-it” guy
when things go wrong.
Monica, a longtime corporate
travel agent, is currently look-
ing for a position in Warren
County or in a surrounding
county.

Among those who spoke at
the luncheon were Teddy
Jones, general manager of
Cumberland Caverns, and
McMinnville Parks and
Recreation director Carlene

Brown. 
Jones offered a top 10 list of

reasons to visit Cumberland
Caverns, which features 27
miles of mapped caves with
more to discover. The cave was
discovered in 1810 by Aaron
Higginbotham who got
trapped in the cave for three
days in darkness and his hair
turned white.

“We aren’t an ordinary
cave,” said Jones. “We’ll turn
your hair white. I see some of
you have already been there.”

There is a Volcano Room
with a three-quarter ton crystal
chandelier hanging from the
ceiling. The room can be
reserved for weddings, birth-
days, reunions, etc. A radio
show called “Bluegrass
Underground” is recorded
there.

Brown was not born or
raised here. Much like those
attending the luncheon, she
moved here as an adult in 1986.
Since that time, she has discov-
ered something she wants to
share.

“The people in Warren
County are the nicest people in
the world,” she said. “When
someone is sick or in need, this
community comes out stronger
than any community I’ve ever
been in. It is a wonderful com-
munity and it will be bigger
and better the more you put
into it.”

For those not from a small
town, she light-heartedly sent a
warning that brought laughter,
“Everybody is related to some-
body else. Never talk about
anybody with someone stand-
ing next to you. I guarantee
you they are related to some-
body you will have to answer
to.”

Another Newcomer
Luncheon will be scheduled
later in the year. Those who
know of a newcomer to the
community can contact the
Chamber at 473-6611.
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Friendship Baptist Church

The Passion of Christ
Drive Through

Date: Friday, April 3
Time: 7:00 P.M.-?

EVERYONE WELCOME!!

The drive through will be at the “new” Friendship church building. You
will not be required to get out of your vehicle. Friendship Baptist Church
is located about 12 miles outside of McMinnville on the Sparta Highway.
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Have Your 
Church Information 

Included 
Each Friday 

On Our Church Page
1 year paid-in-advance $130
Billed Monthly - $300/week

Mail your information to us or 
drop by our office at:

105 College St. • P.O. Box 150
McMinnville, TN 37110

If you have questions please call us.
SOUTHERN STANDARD

473-2191
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Rolling out the welcome mat

Lisa Hobbs photo
The McMinnville-Warren County Chamber of Commerce and

River Park Hospital held their second Newcomer Luncheon on
Tuesday. Wayne and Debbie Moore are pictured with their grand-
children Emma Randall, 5, left, and Adeline Randall, 2.

By LISA HOBBS
Staff reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

WE CARE
MULLICAN'S

Monument & Vault Co.
Clark Blvd. & Peer St.

McMinnville 473-3270
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