
Breast cancer is the second
leading cause of cancer-related
death in American women and
is the most common cancer
among American women. The
chance of a woman developing
invasive breast cancer at some
time in her life is about 1-in-8
(12 percent). 

This year, an estimated
200,000 new cases of invasive
breast cancer will be diagnosed
among women in the United
States. For those reasons, two
local organizations have made
it their goal to keep breast
health on the minds of the citi-
zens of Cannon, DeKalb,
Warren, White and Van Buren
counties throughout the year.

River Park Hospital and
WCPI Radio, both located in
Warren County, are pleased to
announce they have received a
grant from the Upper
Cumberland affiliate of the
Susan G. Komen Foundation
for $9,615 to put their goal into
action. 

The organizations have
teamed up to begin the educa-
tion and early detection pro-

gram called, “One
Woman. One Life. One
Difference.”

“There is currently a
program in Tennessee
that provides free
breast screenings to
women who are 50
years and older, but the
American Cancer
Society recommends all
women should begin
receiving annual mam-
mograms at age 40,” said proj-
ect director and WCPI board
member Jeff Golden. “We
decided to request the grant
and start this program so we
can fill in those gaps in order to
provide eligible women in the
area who are 40 to 65 years old
with mammograms.”

Studies have shown women
in the Upper Cumberland are
less likely than average
American women to have a
mammogram. As a result, the
average stage at diagnosis in
the Upper Cumberland is later
than the rest of the state or the
nation. Although there are
breast health programs avail-

able to poverty-level
women in Tennessee, a
lack of common breast
health knowledge, age
restrictions and lack of
appropriate trans-
portation, all make
participation less like-
ly for this demograph-
ic.

• According to a
study by the Centers
for Disease Control

and Prevention, the breast can-
cer mortality rate per 100,000
between 2000 and 2004 in the
targeted counties were as fol-
lows: Warren County 36.4,
DeKalb 27.5, White 28.5, state
average 26.3 (information for
Van Buren and Cannon County
was not available).

• All of the reporting target-
ed counties have mortality
rates higher than the state and
national averages.

• In addition, percentages of
the population living in pover-
ty are as follows: Cannon 14.1,
DeKalb 15.9, White 16.2, Van
Buren 16.5, and Warren 16.6.
The Tennessee average is 15

percent.
River Park Hospital will pro-

vide 125 free mammograms to
women in Warren, White, Van
Buren, DeKalb and Cannon
counties who are between the
ages of 40 and 65 and who
meet the poverty guidelines as
dictated by the state of
Tennessee. 

To learn more about the pro-
gram or its guidelines, and to
schedule your appointment,
call Marcy in the Radiology
Department at River Park
Hospital at 815-4107 Monday
through Friday.

To qualify, applicants must
be able to show proof of
income and proof of residency.
Family history or a pre-exist-
ing condition is not required.

Representatives from
ProMed, the private ambu-
lance service currently operat-
ing locally, have met with
County Executive John
Pelham to discuss the changes
in policy on non-emergency
runs for the Warren County
Ambulance Service
and the effect it will
have on their compa-
ny.

The county recently
announced it would be
actively seeking some
of these lucrative out-
of-county trips in an
effort to reduce the
burden on taxpayers in
funding the ambulance
service. Around
$800,000 in tax dollars are
used to fund the ambulance
service’s $2.1 million total
budget. 

However, ProMed officials
say this unexpected change
has had a dramatic effect on
the company’s bottom line,
requiring them to make some
changes of their own, the first
being the number of ambu-
lances stationed in Warren

County. 
“We won’t have four ambu-

lances here all the time for
mutual aid,” said director
Michael Herderlight, noting
that even though there were
sometimes four ambulances at
their location in the past, not
all of them were staffed at the
same time. “We were staffing
two 24-hour trucks and a day

truck. We have since
cut back to one 24-
hour truck, and that
may change, we will
let you know on that,
and one day truck.”

Henderlight made it
clear the company will
still provide emer-
gency backup if the
county needs it.

“The mutual aid
agreement is still in
effect,” Henderlight

said, “but we will only have
one ALS truck, unless we
change that because the need
is not here for that, and one
day truck, which is a BLS
(basic life support) truck.”

But even with the reduction
in ambulances, ProMed gener-
al manager Ronnie Patterson
said the company will work
with the county during emer-

gencies, though only if dis-
patched through the county’s
E911 center at the county’s
request.

“If it gets really busy we can
pull somebody in, even if it’s
overtime, to have them run
those calls,” Patterson said.
“Those trucks are already
ready to go.”

ProMed officials and
Pelham noted the company
has actually made some emer-
gency runs at the county’s
behest, two in 2008 and one
this year.

Patterson says he under-
stands why the county has

implemented its new policy,
but noted it could result in
some tough decisions for
ProMed. Patterson says the
current perception seems to be
that ProMed is always going
to be here as a backup.

“It’s our hope that we are,”
Patterson said. “But under-
stand we don’t have a tax base
supporting us, and we have to
have enough productivity to
make sure we are there. And
that’s where we’re at with
this. Can we produce enough
responses in doctors office
visits and some of those
things? The question is how

much are we going to get to
do to leave those resources
here?”

Patterson says medical facil-
ities and doctors in the county
should understand they can
still call ProMed for non-
emergency transport. He feels
the recent publicity has appar-
ently given some businesses
the impression they can’t use
ProMed.

“I guess the big thing I want
to come out of this, and this
needs to come from Mr.
Pelham too, is that people still
have a choice of who to call,”
Patterson said. “Some of the
people are saying that the
county is saying you can’t use
anybody but us. I don’t think
that’s necessarily what the
county is saying. They’re say-
ing that we’re competing for
that non-emergency busi-
ness.”

Pelham says he isn’t sure
where that impression came
from, but it wasn’t through
the county, either from ambu-
lance service director Brian
Jennings or himself.

“Through us working to
increase our non-emergency
runs there has never been one
time, to my knowledge, and

I’ve been with Brian every
time — now if somebody else
has said it, then let’s find out
who that person is and correct
them if they’re a Warren
County employee — but
we’ve never one time said do
not call ProMed.”

Pelham says economic con-
ditions over time have precip-
itated the county’s decision to
handle non-emergency runs
and thus end up in direct com-
petition with ProMed at
almost the same time as their
application to operate in the
county came due, which creat-
ed an unusual situation.

“We’ve made it very clear
that we, in no form or fashion,
want them to feel like we have
taken their application fee and
then gone into competition
with them,” Pelham said.
“They are very aware of that,
and they’re very aware that
there’s an out.”

Pelham said if the company
decides it has to leave then the
money would be refunded.

“But we don’t want that as a
county,” Pelham said. “We
want them here. We don’t
want them to leave.” 
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• FNB demonstrated the epitome of
Safety and Soundness

• FNB continues to exhibit exceptional
financial strength
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Now More
Than Ever,
Customers
Need To

Know If We
Are Making
The Grade

It’s Report Card day!
Grades are in for 2008 by
two of our nation’s top
external bank rating
agencies and the results
are:

For 77 consecutive quarters, First National earned a 
5 Star Superior Rating by BauerFinancial

Earned by fewer than 10% of the nation’s banks

Once again, First National also earned a rating of
“A” or “Excellent” from TheStreet.com

Fewer than 4% of nation’s banks

ProMed says county hurting its business

PATTERSON

ProMed, located on Smithville Highway, says the county has
moved in on its business and hopes it can stay in Warren County.

By CHARLES W. JOHNSON
News Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Grant allows hospital to give free mammograms

THE INN AT HARVEST FARMS LAKE
Morrison, TN 37357

innatlake@blomand.net

One Stop
Wedding
Planning

FAIR

Sat., Feb. 7 - 1 to 4 P.M.
* Local Vendors Available *

Advance Tickets $4, Available By Calling 931-815-2225
Tickets At Door $5
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