
The plaintiffs also claimed the
victim suffered bad bed sores
and that a catheter had led to an
infection which may have later
led to his death.

By July 2005, Myers had pneu-
monia, hypotension and urosep-
sis, prosecutors claimed. He was
transported from NHC to the
hospital where he suffered a
heart attack. He did not return to
the nursing home, and died in
August 2005.

While the defense maintained
NHC staffed the facility beyond
state requirements, jurors not
only found NHC negligent

awarding compensatory dam-
ages, but also tried to award the
plaintiffs what would be a record
punitive damage of $29.6 mil-
lion. 

The trial court set aside most of
the punitive damages with the
exception of $163,402 against
NHC McMinnville saying there
was no evidence of reckless
behavior on the part of the
national company. Setting aside
punitive judgment, while finding
compensatory damages, is what
prompted both sides to appeal.

“We’re really happy with it,”
said Lisa Circeo, an attorney with
Wilkes & McHugh, P.A., which
represented the plaintiffs. “We’re
pleased the court, by and large,
affirmed the jury and trial court’s
decisions regarding the compen-
satory damages. We believe this
is an egregious case of neglect,
and we look forward to our new
trial on punitive damages and
holding the companies account-
able for what happened to Mr.
Myers.”

The case has not been set for
re-trial since the appeals court
ruling was just issued. The re-
trial will be limited to hearing
evidence regarding punitive
damages since the compensatory
damage question has been
affirmed. 

It is not known if a full jury re-
trial will be needed. The first jury
trial took two weeks.

Karen Wilson added, “We wish
Chris the very best and know that
his talent and expertise will bring
him exceptional opportunities.”

Main Street McMinnville’s next
step will be to explore ways to con-
tinue scaled-back operations. Plans
may include hiring a part-time
employee to maintain a presence
while the board attempts to
restructure.

Since 1999, Main Street
McMinnville has been responsible
for a number of significant visual
and economic changes to down-
town McMinnville. One of the
most important came with the pri-
vate funding of a downtown mas-
ter plan, which led to implement-
ing the first phase of street and
sidewalk improvements down-
town. More than 1,000 commemo-
rative bricks, stones, benches and
light poles were purchased by resi-
dents to support the effort.

Another program implemented
for the betterment of downtown
was a tax freeze program to allow
property owners to improve their
property without a tax increase for
a specific amount of time.

Main Street McMinnville also
established promotional events
that attract people downtown such
as the Main Street Live summer
concert series that attracts as many
as 1,000 people per night during
the summer, the Pioneer Kick-Off
and Tailgate Rally in August, and
Celtic Christmas. 

As for Main Street Live, it is total-
ly funded and booked thanks to
community sponsors and several
new grants that have been award-
ed for the 2009 concert series. The
organization’s volunteers will step
in and implement concert series, as
well as continue the production in
years to come.

Main Street McMinnville is a
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to the revitalization of
downtown McMinnville. It is fully
accredited by the Tennessee Main
Street Program and the National
Trust Main Street Center in
Washington D.C.

If you have any suggestions on
how Main Street McMinnville can
continue, please e-mail the organi-
zation at mainstmcminn@blo-
mand.net.

“If we help solve a crime in the
county, it may help us to prevent
future crimes in the city,” said
Sewell. “I’m very proud of our pro-
fessional working relationship
between all law enforcement in
Warren County.”

The analyzer measures vocal
chord vibrations in an attempt to
determine if a suspect is being
truthful. All muscles in the body,
including the vocal chords, vibrate
in the 8 to 12Hz range. When a per-
son is being honest, the average
sound in that range is generally
below 10 Hz, but is usually above
10 Hz in dishonest situation.

While the results can’t be used in
court to determine guilt or inno-
cence, the device can be a helpful
investigative tool. Not only can it
help guide an investigation, it can
keep one going says Sewell.

“If you’ve come to a stalemate on
a case and you just don’t know
which way to go, you may say I’m
wasting a lot of my time so I’m
going to drop this case,” he said.

“However, if they take the poly-
graph and fail, it gives you the
resolve to dig further.”

Although the device has proved
itself to be an asset, it almost was-
n’t. While Tennessee has not
banned the use of the device, 10
states have. In the states where the
device is allowed, it is not admissi-
ble in court.

Given the controversy surround-
ing its use, city officials were hesi-
tant to allow the $12,000 purchase.
In the end, a last-minute vote
change by Alderman Bobby Kirby
allowed the purchase.

The device is only one purchase
made by the department which
began negatively but ended posi-
tively. In June 2007, the department
was given permission to purchase
a Segway for patrolling special
events. Initially controversial
because of its cost, the department
now gets calls for the Segway to be
used.

What’s next for the department?
Although it may not cause as much
of a stir as the voice stress analyzer
or the Segway, the department

would like to purchase a radar
trailer.

Radar trailers, sometimes called
speed trailers, are placed on the
side of the road. While the speed
limit is posted on the trailer, it will
give the speed of passing motorists.
Also, the device will keep records
of the number of vehicles, the times
those vehicles passed, and how fast
each was traveling.

By using the information gener-
ated, the department will know if
there is a problem and when the
problem is occurring — all without
tying up the time of a police officer.

“To me it is also a PR tool,” said
Sewell. Placing the trailer will
remind motorists what the speed is
and how fast they’re going. If
speeding is found to be prevalent
on a certain road, an officer can be
stationed there. 

The cost for a radar trailer is
around $5,000 and the department
will be looking for grants. If a grant
is found, officials will still have to
give their permission for the pur-
chase and any match the grant
requires.
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Happy 16th Birthday

Lucas Felton
Love, Your Family
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REWARD OFFERED
Stolen in Warren County

In The Hutchings Road Area - Tuesday night, Feb. 24, 2009

2006 Honda Rancher
350 Red in color

Black 2007 Suzuki DRZ
125 Motorcycle

$50000 REWARD FOR EACH
Call 931-607-9967 or 931-815-2784 or Sheriff’s Dept. 931-473-7863 93
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2Remember! We are your tax professionals!

$ Walk-In Service - No Appointment Needed
$ Open Late Evenings & Saturdays
$ Fast, Friendly Service

Cash Loans
Available From
$195 - $5,000

Refer A
Friend and Receive A

Special Referral Bonus

Check Out
Our World Class

Buying Club

We Finance Name
Brand Electronics & 

Appliances, Ask Us How!

Hours: Mon. & Fri. 8:30-6:00
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8:30-5:30

LOOK WHO’S
FORTY

Michelle Martin Lopez

We Love You Snookie
Happy Birthday 95
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Heart disease is the No. 1 killer in
America.

To try and reduce their risk of heart
trouble, hundreds of local residents
attended a Heart Healthy Fair yester-
day at River Park Hospital.

Among the services offered, the
health fair had a free glucose and cho-
lesterol check provided by the hospital.

“Those screenings have been tremen-
dously popular,” said River Park mar-
keting director Claudia Hall. “We had
90 people pre-register and we’ve had
around 30 walk-ins so we’ve been
busy.”

According to the American Heart
Association, 80 million Americans had
one or more form of cardiovascular
disease in 2006. That year, 865,000
deaths were attributed to heart disease.

River Park’s newest physician, cardi-
ologist Dr. Robert Benson, was in
attendance yesterday to answer heart
health questions.

“A number of the risk factors associ-
ated with heart disease can be con-

trolled to a point,” said Dr.
Benson. “Smoking, high blood
pressure and cholesterol, dia-
betes, obesity and a sedentary
lifestyle all fall into that catego-
ry. High stress and heavy alco-
hol consumption are also con-
trollable factors that have been
linked to heart disease.
Lifestyle plays a very big part
in the onset of heart disease so
screenings like these are a good

tool for keeping an eye on heart
health.”

A few factors are uncontrol-
lable such as age, gender, and
family history. Men are at a
greater risk of heart attack than
women and 83 percent of peo-
ple who die of coronary disease
are 65 or older, according to sta-
tistics provided by River Park
Hospital.

Health fair with a heart

James Clark photos

Dabe Banerjee of Mid-South Respicare tests the oxygen level
and heart rate of Geneva Scoggins during Saturday morning’s

health fair at River Park Hospital.

Sandra Kirby gets her blood drawn for a free cholesterol test by River Park phle-
botomist Della Hudnall.

Residents take
advantage of
free screenings
By JAMES CLARK
Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)
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