
Woman appeals year in jail for attempted theft
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At least one defendant sentenced to a
year in jail by General Sessions Judge
Larry Ross for trying to steal from
Walmart has appealed, saying her time is
excessive for the crime.

The defendant, Samantha Florida, 26, of
Liberty has appealed her one-year sen-

tence and has been granted a sentencing
hearing today before Circuit Court Judge
Bart Stanley. 

Since Florida is facing a misdemeanor,
she cannot get any more time. However,
the defense is hoping for a significant
reduction in time she will have to serve on
what ended up being a guilty plea to a
charge of vandalism.

Florida was caught in September before
she exited the store with about $200 worth

of DVDs which she
opened in the store and
concealed making them
no longer suitable to
sell. Judge Ross, in sen-
tencing Florida after her
plea, said it was obvi-
ous she was going to try
to steal the items but got
caught before she could
leave the store. Florida
admitted she knew
what she was doing was

wrong and also admitted she had been

caught stealing before in 2002.
Ross sentenced her to the maximum 11-

month, 29-day sentence, questioning why
she would come to McMinnville to steal.

Florida’s maximum sentence was one of
several handed out by Ross recently to
repeat and out-of-town shoplifters. It is
not known, if leniency is shown by the cir-
cuit court in this case, whether the other
shoplifting defendants will appeal their
year-long sentences. One difference in the
sentence of Florida and the most recent
recipients of year-long sentences is Florida
had her charge amended to vandalism.

City plans patriotic parade

By DUANE SHERRILL
Staff Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

She claims punishment too harsh for crime

Turnout high for swine flu shots at hospital

Although it doesn’t look like Christmas just yet, the feel is in
the air now that entrees for McMinnville’s 2009 Christmas
parade scheduled for Dec. 5 at 2:30 p.m. are being accepted.

The theme for this year’s Christmas parade will be “I’ll Be
Home for Christmas,” a bicentennial celebration with a special
salute to all military veterans, all branches of the military, and all
soldiers of wars — past and present.

“We want to honor those who have passed away, as well as
those who are still living,” said McMinnville Parks and

Recreation director Carlene Brown. “We are asking that every-
one keep within the theme and theme colors of red, white and
blue.”

Suggestions for float ideas include anything to do with
American heritage, Warren County heritage, decorating with
theme colors, remembering a particular war, displaying differ-
ent types of war airplanes, and churches or organizations are
encouraged to create a float and have veterans on the float.

Along with encouraging participants to fly the American flag
on parade entries, organizers want residents in McMinnville
and Warren County to show their patriotism by displaying
American flags in their front yard the week of the parade.

“We have a freedom in this country that no one else in the
world has,” said Brown. “This is a perfect time to show off how
much this community loves its country and how much we
appreciate the sacrifices made by others to give us that free-
dom.”

If you want to see foxes, it does-
n’t require a trip to the zoo.
Chances are you can see a fox if
you drive through Westwood.

“We’ve answered several fox
calls in the Westwood area and we
really don’t know why there are so
many,” said TWRA officer Roy
Cannon. “I know they are work-
ing on the bridge, but that would-
n’t account for so many of them.
And most of the calls we’re getting
are on the end of Westwood that’s
closest to Pioneer Building Supply,
not the bridge. It’s not uncommon
to have a few foxes come into
Westwood, but to have this many,
we really don’t know why.”

According to Cannon, the
TWRA is not the first line of
defense when it comes to nuisance
control. In this case, it’s
McMinnville Animal Control,
which has been inundated with

fox complaints from Westwood
residents, according to animal
control officer David Denton.

“I’ve collected six so far,” said
Denton, “and I’ve had six more
calls this week. I’m heading out
this afternoon to set another trap,”
he said yesterday.

Denton says he’s following
TWRA guidelines and using a
catch-and-release system to get the
foxes out of Westwood.

In pictures provided to the
Standard on Monday, foxes can be
seen on front porches, by a swim-
ming pool, and one photo shows
four foxes in a driveway.

Cannon says the best way to
keep foxes away from your prop-
erty is to not leave food and
garbage in the open.

“Foxes are like anything else,”
said Cannon. “They are going to
come where the easiest food is. If
you leave out dogfood or catfood,
that’s only going to attract them.”

While the foxes are prevalent,
Cannon says they don’t pose any
danger.

“People are concerned mainly
because they aren’t used to seeing
a lot of foxes,” said Cannon. “But
as far as them being aggressive, I
wouldn’t be concerned with that
at all.”

The line stretched from one end of the
River Park lobby to the other as people and
their children packed into the hospital yes-
terday for a free swine flu vaccine.

River Park marketing director Claudia
Hall said 263 health care workers received a
shot Monday and estimated late yesterday
afternoon that close to 1,000 children and
their parents would get a shot on Tuesday.

“I’m not surprised one bit by the turnout,”
said River Park pharmacy director Tim
France, who organized the flu vaccine clinic.
“Everybody is running out of shots, but
when River Park ordered, we ordered
enough for the whole county.”

The hospital had over 2,500 doses avail-

able.
The wait varied depending on the time of

arrival. While one parent estimated the wait
at around 15 minutes shortly after school let
out, the wait stretched to around an hour for
people who arrived at 4 p.m.

“It started at 8 a.m. and hasn’t let up,” said

France. “They were lined up all the way to
the elevator.”

With four nurses giving the shots at a
time, the line moved fairly quickly. Many of
the children were reluctant to get the shot,
with some clutching a favorite stuffed ani-
mal or lollipop.

“I’ve probably given 250 shots today,”
said nurse Janis Darnaby. “There have been
a lot of screaming kids, but we’re trying to
prevent people from getting the flu.”

The swine flu shot clinic continues today
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. when high-risk adults
and adults age 18 to 45 can be vaccinated.
Anyone can be vaccinated Thursday from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Hall said despite the demand, she believes
the hospital will have enough vaccine for
everyone.

“I think we’re in good shape,” she said.

Free-roaming
foxes plague
Westwood area
Wildlife officer
says animals not
danger to residents

Christmas parade to feature
red, white and blue theme
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Sending a
message

Judge Larry Ross is try-
ing to send a message to
out-of-town shoplifters to
not come to McMinnville
to steal.

Flu shots
recommended

The Centers for Disease
Control is recommending the
H1N1 vaccine as a way to pre-
vent the spread of swine flu

Continued on page 3-A

This won’t hurt a bit

James Clark photo

Jaxsyn Patterson, 3, isn’t too happy about getting a shot
from Janis Darnaby yesterday at River Park Hospital. Jaxsyn

received a hug from his dad, Chris, to help get him through
the experience.

This picture shows a fox on the front porch of a home in the
Westwood area.

The Pioneerettes, shown marching in last year’s parade, are a staple of
the city’s annual event.

By LISA HOBBS
Staff Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)


