
Students of LBJ&C
Headstart learned school bus
safety straight from the source
— a school bus named Buster.

“It was really fun,” said
Family Service assistant and
Midway Center supervisor
Jeanette Scott. “The children
loved it. They interacted with
Buster and had a wonderful
time. I think it was very educa-
tional and fun.” 

Buster the School Bus is a
remote-controlled robot that
moves, winks, blinks, moves
his eyes, speaks, listens, plays
audio cassette tapes, and has
all the warning devices found
on a real bus including lights
and stop arm.

With a warm smile, tricks for
the kids and dance moves,
Buster brings an enjoyable
twist to the serious subject of
school bus safety. 

“Buster is a trickster,” said
Scott. “Before the show, he
picked one of the staff to play
along with him. Buster played
tricks and she and the children

loved it.”
In with the laughter was

serious rules for bus stop safe-
ty:

• Arrive to the bus stop five
minutes early.

• Look both ways before
crossing the street.

• Sit face forward in the seat.
• Never put your hands or

head out of a bus window.
• Stay where the bus driver

can see you.
• Do not act up, yell or talk

loudly on the bus.
• Do not damage or abuse a

bus.
Students also learned the

safety zone around a bus —
stay 10 feet from the bus and
never go behind the bus,
because a bus driver cannot
see a child within 10 feet of the
bus or behind the bus. 

With visibility and the safety
zone in mind, students were
told to never pick up some-
thing that was dropped.
Instead, get on the bus and tell
the driver about the dropped
item.

LBJ&C Headstart offers stu-
dents monthly education on
bus safety. In conjunction with

what the center already offers,
the center ’s transportation
specialist arranged for Buster
to visit all 21 centers located in
12 counties throughout
Tennessee in September.
Brookside and Midway were
visited Sept. 16.

School bus safety isn’t limit-
ed to the children on the bus
and the bus driver. Parents of
students are not forgotten in
bus stop safety. The centers
include parents in monthly
education sessions.

Along with parents, other
motorists fit into bus safety.
Buster, like real buses, is yel-
low. Yellow school buses were
first used in the United States
in 1939. The bright yellow
color serves to make the buses
visible among other vehicles,
to draw attention to the fact
they carry children and to
ensure people exercise extra
caution and drive safely when
they see a bus.   

For more information about
Buster the School Bus, visit
www.crossgatebussafety.com
or contact Bryan Nash at
bryan@crossgatebussafety.com
or by calling 1-205-647-3239. 
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TThhee  FFuunn  FFaarrmm
11966 Nashville Hwy. McMinnville, TN 931-939-0123

((BBeehhiinndd  SSmmiitthh  MMeellttoonn  RReeaallttyy  &&  AAuuccttiioonn))

NNEEWW  OOPPEENNIINNGG  TTOO  PPUUBBLLIICC  EEVVEERRYYDDAAYY
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2255tthh  tthhrruu  OOccttoobbeerr  3311sstt

• Hay Maze For All Folks
• Kiddie Krawl Hay Maze
• Corn Pit Play Box
• Straw Jump
• Petting Zoo

• 12’ Yee-Hay Slide
• Bonfires & Marshmallows
• Pumpkins
• Fun Farm Tent
• Food Available

ADMISSION... $6.00 Per Person
Includes All Hay Mazes and Farm Activities, Pumpkin To

Take Home, Marshmallows and Glow Bracelet
Ages 1 Year Old and Younger FREE

HHOOUURRSS
MMoonnddaayy  --  TThhuurrssddaayy  88  aa..mm..  ttoo  55  pp..mm

FFrriiddaayy  &&  SSaattuurrddaayy  1100  aa..mm..  ttoo  1100  pp..mm..
SSuunnddaayy  1122  NNoooonn  ttoo  55  pp..mm..

Call for School, Church or Group Rates
We do Birthday Parties. Free Parking.
Bring a flashlight.
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Adult Flu Shots
will be available at

River Park Hospital
Main Lobby
$15 each

Saturday, September 26
7AM to 10AM

For more information contact Ashley at 815-4349
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Buster the School Bus, a remote-controlled
robot, travels from school to school teaching chil-
dren about school bus safety. Last week, he visit-

ed LBJ&C students at Brookside and Midway.
Pictured is Buster during his Midway presenta-
tion showing students how his safety lights work.

Photo provided 

By LISA HOBBS
Staff reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Students get safety tips straight from the bus’ mouth

Employee of the Month

Charlie Johnson photo
Former School Board chairman Mike Holland presents the

Warren County Schools Employee of the Month Award for
August to Barbara George of Warren County Middle School.
Barbara was unable to attend the School Board meeting in
August and was given her plaque at the September meeting.

River Park Hospital will be
holding A Day for Women
event tomorrow in the hospi-
tal’s main lobby from 7-10 a.m.
The event will provide a num-
ber of free services and valu-
able free screenings for atten-
dees as well as adult flu shots
for $15.

River Park is sponsoring this
event in order to provide much
needed services to local
women, many of whom tend
to put their family’s health
ahead of their own.

“It seems like women are
always the caregivers and
unofficial head of the house,”
said River Park community
relations coordinator Ashley
Wright. “They make sure
everyone else is healthy and
taken care of before they take
care of themselves. We’re hav-
ing this event to put women’s
health in the spotlight. The key
to preventing health issues,
like breast cancer, is early
detection – heading off a prob-
lem before it becomes difficult
to treat.

“After all, the best thing a
woman can do for the contin-
ued health of their loved ones
is to take care of herself,”
Wright added.

The services and screenings
available at the event will
include:

• Cholesterol and glucose
screenings – participants must
fast prior to the screening
starting at midnight. Black cof-
fee and water are OK.

• Free mammograms –
These will only be offered to
uninsured women who are res-
idents of Warren, DeKalb,
Coffee, Van Buren and White
Counties and meet poverty
guidelines set by the state of
Tennessee. These screenings
are provided by River Park’s
“One woman, one life, one dif-
ference” program.

(Regular mammograms for
insured women will not be
offered at this event, but all
women are encouraged to
schedule their annual mam-
mograms.)

• Free blood pressure
checks.

• Free chair massage.
• Free hand treatments.
• Free skin analysis.
• Adult flu shots will be

offered to the public at a cost
of $15 each for men and
women during the event.

Several vendors will be on
hand at the event offering
advice, informational materi-
als and their own free screen-
ings.

No appointments will be
taken for these free screenings
– all screenings and services
will be on a first come-first
served basis. Any and all ques-
tions should be directed to
Ashley Wright at 815-4349.

By CHARLIE JOHNSON
News Editor for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tenn.)

Obesity could become top cancer cause
LONDON (AP) — Being fat could become

the leading cause of cancer in women in
Western countries in the coming years,
European researchers said Thursday.

Being overweight or obese accounts for up
to 8 percent of cancers in Europe. Experts
said that figure is poised to increase substan-
tially as the obesity epidemic continues, and
as major causes of cancer, such as smoking
and hormone replacement therapy for
menopausal women, drop dramatically.

“Obesity is catching up at a rate that
makes it possible it could become the biggest
attributable cause of cancer in women with-
in the next decade,” said Andrew Renehan, a
cancer expert at the University of
Manchester. Renehan presented his findings
to a joint meeting of the European Cancer
Organisation and the European Society for
Medical Oncology in Berlin on Thursday.

Renehan and colleagues designed a model
to estimate the number of cancers that could
be blamed on being fat in 30 European coun-
tries. In 2002, they calculated that 70,000
cases of cancer out of about 2 million cancer
cases were attributable to being overweight
or obese. By 2008, the number had jumped to
at least 124,000.

Colorectal cancer, breast cancer in
menopausal women and endometrial cancer
accounted for 65 percent of all cancers linked
to being fat. Renehan said that in the U.S.,
some studies found obesity was responsible
for up to 20 percent of cancers.

Experts said the results should help shape
future cancer policies across Europe.

“Being overweight or obese is likely to be
one of the biggest single causes of cancer
after smoking,” said Lucy Boyd, an epidemi-
ologist at Cancer Research United Kingdom

who was not linked to the research.
Scientists aren’t sure why being fat boosts

your cancer risk, but suspect it is connected
to hormones. As people become fatter, they
produce more hormones like estrogen that
help tumors grow. People with big bellies
also have more acid in their stomachs, which
can lead to stomach, intestinal or esophageal
cancer.

Still, not all experts said obesity would
produce skyrocketing cancer rates in the
near future.

“It is not likely obesity will have as severe
an effect as smoking,” said Jan Coebergh, a
professor of cancer surveillance at Erasmus
University, who has done similar research.
Coebergh expected it would take a few
decades before rounder Europeans would
see a parallel rise in cancer, since the disease
often takes years to develop.

Central to hold Friends and Family Day
Every August, during its

gospel meeting and homecom-
ing event, Central Church of
Christ makes a special effort to
invite the entire community to
share food and fellowship at its
free meals. But why wait a
whole year to repeat this popu-
lar open-house experience?

This Sunday, Sept. 27, the
Central church family is again
offering its hearty welcome and
hospitality to everyone, regard-
less of religious affiliation or
interest, to join in a meal follow-
ing the morning worship serv-
ice. And, of course, the church
encourages everyone to attend
the services as part of its Friends
and Family Day.

“The Christians who started
this congregation began meeting
in the 1830s, but even today,
some 180 years later, we feel the
need to introduce ourselves to
the broader community,” said
Steve Stubblefield, one of
Central’s elders. “If you give us
a chance to meet you, I think
you’ll want to come back again,
maybe even make this your
church home.

“Friends and Family Day is
our way of saying to everyone
that we value you and appreci-
ate you as a person, and that we
are here to support you as you
seek the relationship with your
Creator that you need and
desire,” Stubblefield continued.

“None of us is perfect, and none
of us will earn a place in heav-
en. As Christians, we struggle
like everyone else with tempta-
tions, hardships and disappoint-
ments. Our hope rests totally in
the grace of God through the
sacrifice and triumphant resur-
rection of His Son, Jesus Christ.”

Sunday’s schedule begins
with Bible study in the auditori-
um and various classes, includ-
ing cradle roll and children’s
programs, at 9:30 a.m. Worship
follows at 10:30 a.m., with the
fellowship meal starting imme-
diately thereafter. The Sunday
evening service, normally at 6
p.m., will be advanced to about
1:30 p.m.

“Central members, widely
renowned for their gracious hos-
pitality and culinary talents, will
provide the food,” said another
elder, Charles Bogle. “Visitors
need not think about bringing a
covered dish. Their presence
will be their contribution to the
event, and we will be honored
that they’ve chosen to spend
some time with us.”

The church has set an atten-
dance goal of 927 for the wor-
ship service, more than double
the average attendance of 450.

Anyone needing assistance
with transportation or mobility
into and out of the buildings is
invited to call the church office,
473-6537.

River Park offers free
screenings to women


